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PREFACE 


Tho Santal Insurrvction of 1855-57 is an important 
episode in the annals of Bengal and Bihar during the mid- 
nineteenth century, which forms, in many ways, a transitional 
period in the history of India as a whole. It has been so 
long referred to, rather briefly, by writers like Marahman,! 
Wheeler, Hunter, Lee-Warner, Buckland, Bradloy-Birt,* 
L. S. 8. O' Malley," and Sir H. Verney Lovett." Recently, 
certain important original records have been discovered 
by me and utilised for a detailed and critical study of the 
Subject in this thesis. I have often quoted extracts from 
the unpublished records, with a view to bringing these to 
light as far as possible. 

"Those records may be noted under seven heads :— 

(1) Contemporary documents in English preserved in 
the record-room of the Commissioner of the Bhagalpur Division, 

‘These doouments consist of 

(а) Letters from the Commissioner of Bhagalpur. 

(b) Letters to the Commissioner of Bhapalpur. 


12) Contemporary documents in English, Bengali, Hindi 
und Persian, preserved in the record-room of the Deputy Commi- 
asioner of the Santal Paraganas, Dumka. These inoludo 





rukyACH x 


(3) "History of the Santal Hool of 1855! by the Late 
Babu Digambar Qhakraverty of Pakur in the District of Santat 
Paraganas, written at the beginning of the twentieth century. 
The author was six years old whoa the Santal insurrostion 
broke out, and he gathorod the materials for his work from 
those who had personal exporience of it 

(4) Manuscript No. 2096 preserved in the Ratan Library, 
Suri, Бить It is a contemporary Bengali ballad 
describing the activities of the Santal insurgents towards 
From its concluding lines we know that it was 

ım pon the year 1202 B.S. (1865 A.D.), tho very yoar 
of the outbreak of the insurrbotion, by Rai Krishnadas, an 
inhabitant of Kulkuri, a village in the Birbhum district. 

(8) A contemporary Bengali manuscript in prose, 
being the autobiography of a gentleman, belonging to а Maratha 
Jamily setted at Karum, а village in th» Dooghur subdivision 
of the district of Santsl Paraganas. We know from. intoraal 
evidence in tho toxt that the writer himself took samo part 
in the suppression of the insurrection. Ho gives a dotailod 
deseription of tho ravages, committed by the Santal intar- 
gents, round about and also within the aro» of his villszo. 
(6) A Bengali balla giving mony important details 
about the insurrection. It was compoxod during tho oad of 
tho 19th ceatuy by the lato Babu Dhana Krishna Ruj 
Bazar Chowdhury of Panchkethia in the 
sion of the district of Santal Paraganas. 
(7) Contemporary English paps and jouraals like 
"Tho Friend of India and "The Calcutta Review,’ ete. 
Т submitted а papor o» "Original Rosords about tho 
Santal Insurrection’ at tho Seventh Ali-India Oriental Coa- 
feroner at Baroda anl got it published in ‘Bengal : Past 

| Presont,’ Vol. XLVI, Part L Tho Editor of “Bengal : 
t, also very kindly published certain sections 
in his journal in 1931 and 1936, for which 1 
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The Santal Insurrection of 1855-57 
CHAPTER 1 
"Тик DAwIN-I-KOn AND. GENESIS or тии TNSURRDHCTION 


The expansion of the British dominion in India, and the 
growth of an Indo-British administrative system, naturally 
conducted India through manifold processes of tranxition— 
political, economic, and social. This, for diverso reasons, 
generated fumes of discontent, among various sections of the 
people in different parts of India,! which burst into flames in 
the Mutiny of 1857-59. But already, before this wider move- 
ment, а considerable insurrection had broken out in the year 
1855 in а remote corner of Bengal, now represented by the 
Bihar district of the Santal Parganas,’ а part of the Bhagal- 
pur District, and also a portion of the Birbhum District, 
All these apparently unconnected disturbances were really 
the manifestations of the adjustment of the country, during 
about a century, to the new political fact of British dominion 
and government, and every rising was a test of it, the last 
great test being the Mutiny. 












2 THE SANTAL INSURRECTION 
The Santals in the Damin-i-boh 


The Santals immigrated in large numbers into the area 
called tho Damin-i-koh* or skirts of the Rajmahal Hills, 
during the second half of the 18th century and the carly 19th. 
contury, from Cuttack, Dhalbhum, Manbhum, Barabhum, 
Chotanagpur, Palamu, Hazaribagh, Midnapur, Bankura, and 
Birbhum. ‘Through their own industry, and also under 
encouragement from Lord William "Bentinok's government, 
they cleared the forests, covering the plains extending from 
the base of the Rajmahal Hills, and brought large tracts of 
land under cultivation? in spite of the opposition of the local 
pahariahs (earlier original inhabitants of the Hills distinot 
from the Bengalees living in the plains below). Thore the 
Santala, unacquainted with conventionalities and ‘trickeries'? 
led simple lives with profuse necessary requirements, 
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"The damin-i-koh, formed in 1832-33 within a definite 
boundary, demarcated by Mr. John Petty Wood, of the Civil 
Service, in company with Captain Tanner ак Surveyor, was 
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distributed among the districts of Bhagalpur, Murshidabad, 
and Birbhum. It comprised 1366-01 square miles, of which 
tho spaco not occupied by the hills was 500 square miles. 
OF tho lattor, 246 square milos "were in the survey of 1860 
still covered with jungle" the rost or 255 miles being clonrod. 
For fiscal and general civil affairs, it was since 1837-38 undar a 
Superintendent, named Mr. James Pontet of tho uncovenanted 
Civil Service, who was requirod “to guard the interest of the 
Government by making favourable land-settlements with the 
Santals and to colloot the rent," and was responsible to 
the Commissioner of Bhagalpur. In 1838 tho annual ground 
rent of the Damin-i-koh amounted to 2,000 rupeos and tho 
number of Santal villages to nearly 40**with a population of 
about threo thousand souls." But by 1551 Mr, Pontot raised 
the annual rent to Re.43,918-13-5), and the number of Santals, 
duced to immigrate into the valleys and into the 
"koh, "increased to 82,795 souls living in 1,473 villagos, 
of which only 1,164 paid rent." For criminal matters, it was 
under tho Magistrate of Bhagalpur and thanas(polico-stations) 
woro attached to Bhagalpur, Berhampore, and Birbhum. 
‘There was only one local Magistrate at Deoghur, and most of 
tho poople had to go to Bhagalpur, Birbhum, or Aurangabad 
(then а subdivision of Berhampore) for justice. The Superin- 
tendont sometimes decided petty cases, but for important ones 
tho Santals had to go to the courts at Bhagalpur, Even by 
undertaking а troublesome journey to the Court of Justice, 
situated at a considerable distance from his home, a Santal 
could not always expect justice because of the various artificos 
—— by the cunning amlahs, mukhteers, peons, and bar- 

handazes. Further, while “he found justice in the shape of tho 
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Magistrate so far off and so terribly difficult of access, ho 
found justice nearer home in the shape of the Darogahs and 
‘Thannah police, the authorised agents of the District 
Magistrate, but found it only to find it his bane,” 

‘The plains lying below the Hills, originally belonging to 
the Bengal subah of the Mughal Empire, were inhabited for a 
long time by Bengals." Gradually, more Bonga 
moira, бета, othor castes, coming from the dist 
Burdwan and Birbhum, and also a number of Bhojpuris and 
Bhattiyas,^ that is, up-country morohants coming from 
Shahabad, Chuprah, Bettiah, Arrah, and some other places, 
sottlod withia the jurisdiction of the Damin-i-kok being 
atteactod by the facilities available there for trade and money- 
lending business. — Barhait (situated about 13 miles N.W. 
of the Barharwa Ку. Station, E.LRy. Loop), “tho capital 
town of the Hills," was (in 1851) ''a substantial village with 
a largo population and about 50 families of Bengali trader 
there was a good basar there, where two markota wero hold 
а wook. There was also a large tank, and Mr. Pontet, Superin- 
tendent of the Damin-i-koh, had planted there a plot of ground. 
with potatoes. From Barhait, large quantities of rice, bord, 
mustard, and several other oilseeds, wero carried on bullock- 
carta by many Bengali maha jane (traders and money-londors) 
to Jangipur on the Bhagirathi from which placo these wore 
conveyed to Murshidabad, and eventually to Calcutta, 
“whence much of the mustard,” carried from vhoso hills, was 
"exported to England." [n return for these grains, the 
Santals were paid in money, zalt, tobacco, or cloth, Several 
"Bengali grain-lealers, living at Kathikund (in the Dumka 


ie cw * 


(M. ый. and leo of 1806. 
а Vide Appendix. 
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ision), bought mustard-seods and rice from the Santals, 
“but for a price far below its true value," They exported 
these grains to Suri.'* 





Genesis of the Insurrection 
The insurrection of 1855 was not û mere spasmodic out- 
burst of the crude instincts of the semi-savage Santals. In 
fact, wrote Captain Sherwill in 1851, the Santals were “in 
general an orderly race of people, their rulers have little more 
to do than bear their honours and collect the rent." Tho 
causos of the insurrection were deeply rooted in the changing 
conditions of the time. It had its origin i 
grievances of the Santals, due to the oppressions ond frauds 
committed on those simple-minded people by the above- 
mentioned Bengali and up-country merchants and money- 
lenders. "Phe extortions of those merchants and mahajans 
had become awful, and they had amassed large fortunes within 
an incredibly «hort period by securing cash and grains from 
the Santals through various obnoxious ways." They lent 
fow rupeos, some rice, or other articles to the Santals during 
the rainy season, and “thus became the arbiters of their fate 
and held in hand thoir destiny throughout life.” On the 
approach of the harvest season, those money-lenders sot out on 
thoir annual tours of collection with bullock-carts and horses, 
"They picked up a stone on the way, and having painted it 
with vormilion to show the correctness of its weight, arrived 
~at tho farms of their debtors, who had thon to provide for the 
hoarding expenses of their creditors’ parties. By weighing 
with the help of the aforesaid piece of stone, the mahajans 
took away almost the whole produce of the lands of thoir 
— W^ leaving them overburdened with debts. Furthor, 
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those money-londers kept two sets of weighing scales--(1) 
Kenaram or Bars Baw, the capacity of which was а little more 
than that of the ordinary measure and which was nsed by 
them for weighing the стор» that they took from their debtors, 
and (2) Becharam or Chota Bow, the value of which was bolow 
that of the standard measure and which was used for weighing 
articles lent to the Santals by them.” They also charged oxtra- 
ordinarily high rates of interest. А Santal “saw his crops, 
his cattle, even himself and family appropriated for a debt 
which ten times paid romained an incubus upon him atili 
Barhait and Hiranpur (situated 14 milos to the wost of Pakur) 
were the two important centres, where thus sprang up a class 
of rich money-lenders at the cost of the interests of the Santals. 
In short, from the time that those merchants from the outside 
had “taken up their abode in the hills, the condition of the 
Santals had undergone а gradual but serious change. To 
add to the misfortunes of the Santaly, “the greedy. Zamindars 
living near the borders of the Damin had begun for some time 
to cast a wistful oye" on their lands. We find the following 
passage in the Calcutta Review of 1856 illustrating this point + 

“Gangadhar is an influential zomindar. The border of 
his Tuppeh touches the boundary pillars (of the Damin) ; with- 
dn the pillar Manick Santhal has a lovely spot of corn-land. 
ее. he has paid his rent 
for it for five years ; Gangadhar can rea ee 
oven bis own ancestor has signed that plot away. Ан, | 
Manick bas paid xix annas per mensem for the — 

t — no harm of levying 
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Assistant Commissioner at Sreekoond (near Tinpahar), wrote 
to Mr. А.В. Thompson, Deputy Commissioner at Naya 
Dumka, on the 16th of February, 1856, that the Rajahs of 
Mahespur and Pakur were hated by the Santals because they 
granted leases of Santal villages to the non-Santals.? Further 
the police were “base and corrupt," the “higher grades as 
well as the lower, with a few bright and honourable exceptions, 
preying upon the people and making unlawful gains." The 
Jaw courts were fall of amlahs or officers, not less given to illicit 
gains of a like nature." The Naib Suzawals? who collected 
rents from the Parganaits, the Manjhis and the innocent 
Santal peasants, were generally guilty of committing terrible 
oppressions on them and “where authorized to receive some 
six rupecs on behalf of the Siroar (government), they will lay 
some six other rupees for their private benefit ; or where a 
rent of 4 annas for a plot and all it contained was fixed in the 
settlement, they take a rupee more for a sapling bamboo 
clump, or a solitary fruit tree, growing thereon," At the 
time of his trial, Kanhu, one of the leaders of the insurrection, 
expressed openly that Mahesh Datta, Daroga or Naib Susuwal 
of Dighee, and Kali Prasad, Naib Susawel of Tekree (Raj. 
mahal) or Sukree (Sakrigali), ‘took bribes and were hated 
by the Santals.™ Thus, as it bas been graphically described. 
by a contemporary writer, “Zamindars—or more properly 
speaking Zamindari retainers, ая gomasta, surbarakar, peons 
and other mahajuns and their ‘mustajirs’ or agents—the 
police, the revenue and court amlas have exercised a combined 
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system of extortions, oppressive exactions, forcible disposses- 
sion of property, abuse and personal violence and a variet, 
petty tyrannies upon the timid and yielding Santals, Usurious 
interest on loans of money ranging from 50 to 500 pe 

false measures at the haut and market; wilful and uncha 
trespass by the hy means of their untethered cattle 
tattoos, ponies, and even elephants, on the growing crops of 
the poorer race : and such like illegalities have been prevalent, 
Even a demand by individuals from the Santals of security for 
good conduct is a thing not unknown : embarrassing pledges 
for debt also formed another mode of oppression. The 
Santals issued a manifesto in the Kythe (a form of Hindi) 
language at Bhagalpur and Purneah on the 10th of Sravaya, 
1262 R.S, or 25th July, 1855 A.D. Tt wet forth that the “xin 
of the Muhajun (Mahajan), and of the amlah, is great and 
that the Sahebs delegate the duty of investigation to subor- 
dinate officers who oppress them, and have produced their 
change of character and action.’ Lastly, the Europeans 
employed in Railway construction works also occasionally 
oppressed the Santals. The Сасина Review of 1856 notes a 
case of “alleged forcible abduction of two Santal women, and 
even murder, and some unjust aots of oppression, as taking 
kids, fowl, etc., without payment on the part of Europeans 
employed on the line of the railroad,” 

‘The discontent among the Santals of the Damin-i-koh wax 
shared, though in a less degroe, by their brethren in places to 
‘the south and west of that tract, and vague allusions were 

| made to one Morgo Rajah, who, as a Santal chief living nearthe 
Pareshnath Hills, had, it was said, imposed upon himself the 
task of organising the Santals of the^south in an independent 
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kingdom." There was alo a story, which connected the 
Santal insurrection with Meer Abbas Ali, the ex-Amir of Sind, 








who had then come to Hazaribagh оп a hunting excursion. 
The Amir unjustly charged by one Arjoon Manjhi with 
having incited the Santals to rise in insurrection. It was an 





entirely false charge against the Amir, who, like others of his 
race, was passionately fond of hunting and maintained, during 
his residence at Hazaribagh, a "large hunting establishment 
for which he had then collected the Santals from Ramgurh, 
Khurruckdeah, Deoghur, and from some of the villages of the 
Bhagalpur and Birbhum districts.” Mr J. Allen, tho thi 
Commissioner of Chotanagpur, conducted a “careful enquiry’ 
regarding this charge against the Amir, and wrote а lottor 
to Mr. Grey, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, on the 
17th December, 1855, wherein he expressed : “After a careful 
enquiry I have arrived at the conclusion, that Meer Abbas 
Ali Khan has not had anything to do with this insurrection,” 
‘Tho Santals of Hazaribagh might have sympathised with thoir 
brethren of the Bhagalpur and the Birbhum district and 
reinforood their numbers and strength, but there is no reason 
to believe that tho ex-Amir of Sind did anything to fan the 
flame of their discontent or countenance their activities. 
Oppressions seldom go unresistod, and economie troubles 
very often cause the outburst of smouldering discontent. Tho 
Santals, gradually realising the causes of their increasing dobta 
and poverty, sought a redress for their grievances by striking 
at the root of all these. In fast, shortly before the outbreak 
of the insurrection, the Parganaits and Manjhis of different 
villages “seem to have bogun in right earnest to cogitate what 
might be the proper course for them to pursue."" Thus the 
movement was the product of a “long course of oppression 
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‘Caloutta Review, 1858; Pakur Record. 
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silently and. patiently submitted to by those unsophisticated 
people, unaccustomed to fight for their own rights in the 
legitimate ways with their neighbours." 


Original Character of the Movement Not Auti-British 

The movement was not anti-British in the beginning ; 
but it was directed chiofly against the mahijuns and traders. 
‘The Santals at first declared that their now God had directod 
thom to collect and pay revenue to the State at the rate of 
two annas on every buffalo-plough, and half an anna on each 
cow-plough per annum, Тһе rate of interest was to be one 
pice in а rupee а year" ( lly, however, the nature of 
the movement changed, as the insurgents directed their 
attacks against the oppressive Naib Susawals, the police, 
and the courts then working under the Company Raj. 
The Santals were further exasperated, when оме 
among them, who had made night-attacks оп the 
houses of some of the »ahijons, were “tried and punished," 
while “their opprossora (the maAljans) were not even 
rebuked." Thus their attacks against tho officers of the 
Company, and other activities, obstructed for a few months 
the peaceful consolidation of British rule in the Damin-i-koh 
and the surrounding areas. 

Signs of Disorder in 1854 

Tt has been already noted that signs of disorder had 


appeared and the chief Santals had begun to talk about their 
themselves in the 
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left by the late Babu Digambar Chakravarty, « pleader of 
Pakur." One day, early in the year 1854, Bir Singh, Par- 
ganait of Sasan in Lachimpur, declared that their principal 
God, Chando Bonga, having appeared before him, inspired 
him with some magical charms, through which he could cause 
the sound sleep of man whom he wished to rob of his 
wealth. Thus he formed a powerful gangof many followers, 

o e Bir Singh Manjhi of Borio," 
Kaoleh Paramanik of Sindree, and Doman Manjhi of Hat- 
banda in Lachmipur, Thoy committed robberies in the hou- 
ses of Isree Bhakat and Tilak Bhakat of Litipara, Jitu Kolhu 
(oil-man) of Bagsisa, and in several houses at Dariapur.® The 
moiras and other dikus ( the Bengalees were жо termed by the 
Santals) kept а watch on their movements and enquired of 
thom the reasons for their holding meetings at night, They 
replied that their nightly meetings were meant for worship- 
ping the God Siva of Gadi,“ and frustrated all the attempts 
Of the dikus to know the secrots of their meetings. ‘The maha- 
jans then reported their movements to Mahesh Lal Datta, 
who held the post of the Naib илана! or Daroga of thana 
(police-station) Dighee " since 1835, and requested him to 
take prompt measures to check their nefarious activities. 
‘The latter at first paid no heed to their request, whereupon 
they sought the help of Rani Kshemasundari, the zamindar 
of Ambar Pargana ("Pakur Raj)". Babu Jagabandhu Roy,” 
the then Diwan of the Pakur Raj Estate, passed orders on 


"———— ———— 
18 et 3 miles north of Barhait ; many porsona dock 
—— — 
ИАА 3 
а p r a enum 
him nt. ‘on the 13th of Desember, 191 ные. 
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2 Ho was the founder of the Zamindar family of Kanchentale (Dhubien) in 
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the Naib of tho Santali mahals to look into the matter, but the 
Naib “was a worthloss man and was one of those whom the 
poor Santals hated the most, bocause instead of helping them 
in any way he sided with the relentless money-lenders in 
harassing them."* He summoned Bir Singh Manjhi to the 
Zamindari kachari, imposed а heavy fine upon him and de- 
manded its immediate payment. 
innocence and expressed his inability to pay the fine, he was 
mercilessly beaten with shoes before his followers. "These 
measures highly exasperated Bir Singh and his followers, and 
goaded them on to the extreme step of committing dacoitios 
on the money-lenders. The Naib then requested the Divan 
to engage some well-trained sepoys with arms, and also some 
Pathan inhabitants of Samsergang (near Dhulian in the the 
Murshidabad District), to guard the kachari house of the 
Zamindar of Pakur there. 

"There were some rich moiras living at Kusma near Bar- 
hait, One night, Bir Singh with his followers broke into the 
house of one of them, and when the paharias archers em- 
ployed by the «aid mahajans fled away, his party looted the 
house and other houses as well. On the following day, the 
mahajans sent a report once again to Mahesh Lal Datta 
regarding those dacoities, The Daroga then proceeded with 
а batoh of constables to arrest the Santal dacoite, He un- 
justly harassed one rich but innocent Santal named Gocho, 
brother of one Bhaja Parganait. Gocho had in his possession - 
gold moburs and silver coins "which they called Lat Sahi 
‘Taka as much ая would fill up eight vats of tolerable capa- 














cities." Hix wealth bad excited the lust of the money- 
lenders, who accused him before the Daroga of theft. Being. 
‘roughly handled by Mahesh Lal Datta, Gocho expr re 
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Daroga wanted to be sent up." Gocho, or any other member 
of this party, was not of course arrested immediately by 
the Daroga, and during that year there was no disturbance. 
But it was lull before a great storm, which soon appeared 
in the shape of a formidable insurreotion. Early in the 

Mahesh 


harsh punishments upon thom, 





CHAPTER И 
OUTEKEAK AND PROGRESS OF THE INSURRECTION 


‘The measures adopted by Mahesh Lal Daroga to suppress 
the dacoities and other disorders, greatly intensified the 
discontent of the Santals, So about 6,000 or 7,000 of them 
came from Birbhum, Bankura, Chotanagpu 
bagh, carly in 1855 A.D., “for the purpose (it was rumoured) 
of avenging the punishment inflicted on their comrades in 
the last year's Dacoities. These Dacoities were committed 
on the Bengalee Mahajans, who had oppressed them, and 
they complained that their comrades had been punished 
while nothing had been done to the Mahajans whose exac- 
tions had compelled them to take the law into their own 
hands." Their endurance had 
and while the spirits of the people were in this condition, it 
needed but a spark to kindle the fire," * This spark came 
from two brothers named Sidhu and Kanhu of Bhagnadihi, 
situated half а mile from Barhait, with their less pushing 
brothers Chand and Bhairab,* Religion often acts as m 
great stimulating force among the average masses ; and here 
also the story of a miraculous divine revelation inspired the 
Santals to take prompt and open measures for the removal 
of their distresses, The revelation came all of a sudden. 
Sidhu and Kanhu “were at night seated in their home, re- 
volving upon many things (in their minds) ; their brothers, 
Chand and Bhyrub (Bhairab), were ten miles away at Simul- 
Жыр SH OF parer, (ш са pecs sgh head, and . 
suddenly the Thakur appeared before the astonished 
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gaze of Seedoo (Sidhu) and Kanhu ; he was like a white man 
though dressed in the native style ; on each hand he had ten 
fingers ; he held u white book, and wrote therein ; the book 
and with it 20 pieces of paper, in 5 batches, four in each 
batch, he presented to the brothers ; ascended upwards and 
disappeared, Another bit of paper fell on Seedoo's head, and 
then came two men, each having six fingers on each hand 
hinted to them the purport of the Thakoor's order, and they 
likewise vanished. But there was not merely one apparition 
of the sublime Thakoor : cach day in the week for some short 
period, did he make known his presence to hix favoured 
apostles ; at one time it was in a flame or fire, with a book, 
some white paper, and knife, at another in the figure of 

+ a solid cart-wheel, In the silvery pages of the book, 
And upon the white leaves of the single scrap of paper, were 
words written ; these were afterwards deciphered by literate 
Santals, able to read and interpret ; but their meaning had 
already been sufficiently indicated to the two leaders"r 
Sidhu and Kanhu arranged for the proper worship of the 
Thakur by erecting his figure in the garden enclosure of their 
house, and in the meanwhile they circulated the mysterious 
rovelation by the symbol of a Sal tree branch." A day was 
fixed for a gathering of all the Santals to hear the command 
of their Thakur. 

Thus, on the 30th of June, 1855, about 10,000 Santals 
mot at Bhagnadihi, when the divine order that the Santals 
should get out of their oppressors’ control was announced to 
them by Sidhu and Kanhu. It has been said that letters 
were then written by Kirta, Bhadoo and Sunno Manjhis at 
Sidhu's “direction addressed to Government, to the Com- 
missioner, Collector, and Magistrate of Bhagalpur, the 
Collector and Magistrate of Birbhum, to the Darogahs of 
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‘Thannahs Dighee and Tikree (Rajmahal) and to several 
Zemindars and others ; from the Darogahs and Zemindars 
replies wore called for within 15 days."* The Santals de- 
clared their determination to do away with the Bengali and 
up-country mahajuns, to “take possession of the country and 
set up а Government of their own.™™ Certain castes like 
kumars (potters), telis (oilmen), blacksmiths, momins (Muham- 
madan weavers), chamars (shoe-makers), and domes, who 
were obedient to the Santals and helped them in several ways, 
were exempted from their vengeance. The Commissioner 
of Bhagalpur wrote to the Secretary to the Government of 
Rengal on the 28th July, 1855 : “From all accounts it appears 
that the Santals are led on and incited to acts of oppression 
by the Gwallahs (milkmen), telis (ойтеп) and other castes 
who supply them with intelligence, beat their drums, direct 
their proceedings and act as spies. These people as well as 
the Lohars (blacksmiths) who make their arrows and axes 
ought to meet with condign punishment and be speedily 
included in any proclamation which Government may see 
fit to issue against the rebels.” 

On Saturday, the 18th of Хад}, 1262 B.S., the Santal 
insurgents proceeded from Bhagnadihi to the neighbouring 
bazar at Panchkethia with the object of propitiating a local 
goddess," much venerated by the people there, before 
commencing their adventure, 

‘Their movements caused immense anxiety in the minds 
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July, 1855, with his party. But he was soon killed by Sidhu 
along with a few others (19 persons in all), such ах a mahajan, 
two barkandazes (armed retainers) and some chowkidars 
(village watchmen). Of the four leaders, Chand was absent. 
from that place. Two а barkawdaz and a pyada (а sepoy), 
who had boon present with the Deroga when the latter was 
killed but had fortunately escaped to return to their station, 
gave out that the Santal ci vd the Daroga at first 
in а civil manner and allowed t along with him ; but 
taunted him with ha apprehend them, dared 
him to do xo, told him he had better send troops and they 
then required to levy в tax of 5 rupees on each Bengalo 
and deliver them up to their mercy. The Daroga . . , , 
behaved with much temper and discretion. endeavouring to 
pacify them ; assuring them he would try to comply with 
their wishes as far as lies in his power and advising them to 
disperse quietly and cultivate their fields so that they might 
be able to pay their rents. The Daroga then rose to come 
away when all of a sudden the order was given by the young- 
est of the four brothers to seize and beat. ‘They then 
selves “contrived to make their escape after being knocked 
about and wounded but not before the Daroga, two Burkun 
dazes and 5 or 6 more had their heads cut off." The Santala 
thus wreaked vengeance on Mahesh Lal Datta, for his having 
suppressed the dacoities of the year 1854 with strong but 
unwise measures,“ by murdering him brutally. Pertab- 
narain, Naib Suzawal of thana Kurhurrea (in the Godda 
subdivision), who had been for some time absent on leave 
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but had to join his service owing to the Santal outbreak 
ordered one Sulkhun Parganait to “adopt measures to prevent 
the insurrection, but not finding him, he was returning to the 
‘Thanah when he met an assembly of Santals who first took 
him off to Sonar Chuck (Choona Chak near Kerwar in the 
Godda sub on) saying the Thakur had called him and 
then there murdered him." 

‘The insurgents soon plundered the Barhait basar, which 
was then (as is also now) full of many rich mahajans, and 
thence marched in different directions with bows, poisoned 
arrows, axes, and «words, and committing plunders and atro- 
cities on their way. For fear of life, the Bengali and Hindus- 
thani inhabitants of those places took to their heels, leaving 
their hearth and home behind. While proceeding from 
Rabupur to Panchkethia, Kanhu killed one Khan Saheb, a. 
local Nath Susawal 








Intervention of the Bhagalpur and Damin Officers 


‘Thus, the movement of the Santals «oon proved to be a 
menace to public peace and order, creating а general panic, 
and the attention of the Company's Government was necessa- 
rily drawn towards its suppression, Tt "came like a thunder- 
clap upon those who heard of it, that in the centre of Bengal 
there was a rebellion. and that а race of people, almost un: 
heard and certainly unthought of, were in 
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of Bhagalpur, received a report about the outbreak of the 
insurrection. The “report seemed so strange and unlikely 
that at first little credit was attached to it,"* But it being 
repeated tho next day, Mr. H. E. Richardson and Mr. Pontet, 
Superintendent. of the D u Toh, proceeded to Rajmuhal, 
where they arrived in th ving of the Gth of July. Mr. 
С. F. Brown, the Commissionor of Bhagalpur, received two 
reports about the disturbances in the afternoon of the 8th 
July, one (dated 7th July) from the mohurir (clerk ) of the 
thana at Borio, and the other (dated 5 д.м. of 8th July) from 
the Post-ofliee overseer of that place," Ho immediately 
requestod Major F. W. Burroughs! "to despatch a force to 
Rajmahal for the purpose of quelling the disturbance ; the 
insurgents h t that they intended to attack 
that pao: ing information, in the morning 
of the 9th July, that the insurgents, aftor having plundered 
several villages betwoen Borio and Colgong, wore moving in 
thediroction of Bhagalpur as woll as in that of Rajmahal, and 
that they had in fact arrived within 20 miles of the latter 
place, he modified his former ordors, and asked Major Bur- 
roughs to arrange for sonding a detachment to Rajmahal and 
also to be careful “to resorve a foros #ufficient for tho defence” 
of Bhagalpur, if noecessary.'" He further "issued orders to 
the Hill Sirdars, to the Zamindars of tho noighbouring Por- 
gunnals (parganas) and the neighbouring Darogahs for aid 
in suppressing the insurrection” and “obtained the loan of 
hundred muskets from Major Burroughs with the view of ar- 
ming tho town Polico," as the Santal prisoners in the Bhagal- 
pur jail (under sentence of transportation) had given out 
that the “station will be attacked" and the inhabitants 
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had “in consequence been afraid with panî Apprehending 
disturbance of the postal communications between Bhagal- 
pur and Rajmabal, he sent а duplicate of his letter, dated the 
9th July, 1855, to tho Secretary to the Gevernment of Bengal 
ip Calcutta, via Patna. The dak chowkis (postal stations) 
botween Bhagalpur and Monghyr wore disturbed,'* and the 
dak runners abandoned the road between Bhagalpur and 
Colgong, though there were no reasons for that, as the commu- 
nications in that direction had remained till then unimpeded.” 
Thero were, however, good grounds for believing that the dak 
line through the Hills, via Borio to Rajmahal, was infortod 
with insurgent Santals, “who would stop the dawk if sent 
that way," and therefore the Commissioner of Bhagalpur 
wrote to the Postmaster there on the Lth July, 1855, that 
“he should adopt immediate mou ^ for having the dw 
{as it formerly used to be) through Colgong and Sicree (Sakri- 
gali) to Rajmahal, " as he believed that there was no "reason 
for apprehension of ite being intercepted along that line of 
road.” Хо dak from Kajmahal had reached Bhagalpur since 
the 8th July." 

While at Hajmahal, Mr. Richardson and Mr. Pontet 
borrowed, on the 8th July, 1555, some eutlaswes and boarding 
pikes from the Captain of the steamer ‘Meghna,’ which had 
boon passing by that way, with the object of defending them. 
selvos, in case that place was attacked." Mr. Barnes, an 
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was a gonoral rising and “indiscriminate plunder of the 
villages in that quarter," and the Thanadar of Colgong 
also informed him on the same day that the Santals “appear- 
ing yesterday aftornoon in force at Pyalapoor (Pyalapur, а 
largo village on the high road, eleven milos oast of Colgong) 
the Jamadar of that chowky (chowki) had dosorted that 
post."^ In fact, there was “а general panic" throughout 
that region and the people wore “fleeing in all directions." 

Tho panic increased from day to day." ‘Tho Commis- 
sionor of Bhagalpur wrote to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal on the 10th July, 1855, ing the sanction of 
the Government “for offering a reward of 110 (? 500) гароок 
for the apprehension of each of the Thakoors or chiefs engaged 
in this bloody business.” Major Burroughs, with 160 rank 
and file, marched for Rajmahal in the evening of the 10th 
July, 1858. He could not proceed through the water-passage 
for want of boats.“ Оп reaching Colgong in the morning of 
the 11th July, he wrote to the Commissionor of Bhagalpur : 
“We hear that the insurgents move about in very small partios 
but on their drums sounding they assemble in parties of 
10,000 men each for the purpose of plundering and as my 
detachment is too small to be divided without groatly impair- 
ing its efficiency, I think it best to keep in one party ready 
to oppose any parties I may hear of in thin neighbourhood 
or to intercept their proceeding to Bhagalpur, or move to that 
station for its defence before they can reach it, should the 
latter measure appear necessary. As а further riso of the 
river to the extent of throe or four foot (and now it in rising) 
would place the road between this place and Bhagalpur under 
water, Г think it right to draw your attention to this 
point when favouring mo with your further instructions. 
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If the river continues to rise for another week orten days, 
it will, 1 fear, be impassable for troops, 

Ав the insurgents are said to move in scatterod 
parties, it seems to me that it would not be prudent for my 
detachment to move from this place in search of them. 

At10 vat, on the same date, the Commissioner of Bhagal- 
pur wrote to the officer commanding the troops at Dina parc 
to end additional troops “to aid Major Burroughs in quelling 
the insurrection and for the protection” of Bhagalpur. At the 
same time, he wrote to Mr. С. E. Chapman, Assistant to the 
Magistrate of Bhagalpur, that Major Burroughs was likely to 
fall in engagement with the Santals at Pyalapur on the 12th 

and that as 


" 5 
Mr. Richardson was absent from Bhagalpur, he should “pro 
соед with all expedition to Major Burroughs’ camp and exercise 
the authority question till. Mr, hardson can join. 
Mr. Chapman received the following instructions from tho 
Commissioner : “Your first duty will of course be to endeavour 
to pacify and conciliate the Santals by every means in your 
power : assuring them of favour and protection if they will 
only conduct themselves ina peaceable manner and of redress 
and justice should they have any cause of grievance. Force 
may have the offect of only irritating them still further and 
should therefore be had recourse to as а.. mot legible) 
resort." The Commissioner of Bhagalpur wrote to 
Mr. Richardson also on the 12th July to join Major Butroughs' 
comp at rr He further thought 

correspond wi 


‘cape and 
Monghyr, dh the subject of suppressing the insurrection,” 
and the officia: te of. wrote. 
rr 
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OF Bhagalpur came to know from 
ted the 13th 
that he hs іони but tha 
he did not think it prudent to "move more than 10 or twelve 













pun 
* guard of 
f 1 Soobadar, 2 
was expected 
s from. Dinapore in 3 ог 4 days, Не 
assured him that he need not be under any apprehensio: 
about the attack of Bhagalpur by the insurgents, before 
was prepared for defence, and hoped that even if they attemp- 
tod “to do но they will find it difficult to get across the Ghoga 
and Chundan Nallas a* the Police have charge of the only 
ghats by which they can come across." He further instruc- 
ted him thus : “Та my opinion, there ix no occasion for you 
to ciroumsoribe your movements on account of any necessity 
likely to arise for your retracing your steps in order to defend 
Bhagalpur. And I therefore hope you will proceed in the 
direction of Pyalapoor (Pyalapur) as soon as possible and 
check the outrages which are being perpetrated in that 
vicinity. Orders have already been issued to procure ele- 
phants for your detachment but I am sorry to say I have as 
yet been able to obtain only one and the promise of 
two others, 79 

Being eager to reinforce the troops under Major 
Burroughs, the Commissioner of Bhagalpur requested the 
Magistrate of Purneah, through his letter, dated the АВ 
July, 1855, to substitute, as soon as possible, barkandazes for 
the Sepoys of the Purneah Guards, to send the latter to help 
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Major Burroughs “with all practicable despatch,” and also 
to send as many elephants as might be necessary not only for 
the troops that he would send but also ten or twelve more for 
the use of Major Burroughs’ detachment, as the rainy season 
rendered “ it impossible for the men to march without ele- 
phant to carry their tents and baggage." The Collector of 
Purneah was also written to, on the same day, to act in со- 
operation with the Magistrate of Purneah in the matter of 
sending help, to note down the names of the elephants, their 
owners, and mahuts(clephant-drivers), as the Government 
wanted to pay the cost of hiring the elephants, and to xend 
the Sepoys “with а good supply of provisions,” which they 
were not likely to get on this side of the Ganges because the 
Santals "had been plundering” all the country between 
Pirpainti and Pyalapur. 

In fact, the movement had askamed “a formidable 
aspect" by the middle of July, 1855, and the insurgents had 
“commenced murdering the inhabitants.” They had an 
‘encounter, on the 13th of July, in a village close to Pirpainti, 
with 6 or 8 men of the Railway staff,” who were defeated, 
three of them being wounded.” Dek (postal communications) 
and all “railway operations” between Bhagalpur and Raj- 
mahal had been stopped, and the high road between Pirpainti 
and Sakrigali had been infested by the insurgents, who had 
been murdering men, women, and children. Eye-witnesses, 
who had escaped from those outrages, asserted that “ the 
insurgents loudly boast that the Company's rule is at an 
ERTAN e де D E 
Kishujewan Singh, Thanadar of Dumka, reported before 
н Commissioner at Bhagalpur that, on his vy from 
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Dumka to Bhagalpur, he had seen, on the 13th of 
July 500 Santals assembled at Kathikund and 400 at Pakra- 
para, that in passing between Kendowa and Purgadee (ata 
distance of three miles from Kendowa) on the next day he 
had seen there about 1,500 of thom and that in the afternoon 
of the same day he had seen 1,000 of them being gathered 
together in one place between Kowayane and Dhoomputtra. 
Chitrapat Singh, diwan of the Rani of Barkope (in the Godda 
subdivision), also reported before the Commissioner that he 
had seen on the 14th and the 15th of July about 1,500 Santals 
being assembled together at a place between Amdeha and 
Chunkhalee, * 

Major Burroughs wrote to the Commissioner of Bhagalpur 
on the 14th of July, 1855 : “At this season men are on fur- 
lough and possibly one Regiment from Dinapore might not 
be sufficient to put down the insurgents on this side of the 
Damin-i-koh, considering the extensive tract of country they 
occupy, its jungly nature, bad roads and determination of 
the insurgents to fight as in the affair of yesterday with the 
Europeans and T should therefore bo glad to learn your opi- 
nion as to whether your views are for at once putting down 
tho insurgents by force or by holding the road between Bha- 
galpur and Rajmahal clear from their intrusion till after the 
Rains and then proceeding to force them into submission in 





that auch force as can be divided in five or six parties of 400 
ог 500 men will be required for the work in checking the Raj- 
mahal side of the Damin.” Мг. С. Е. Chapman also noted 
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requesting him for speedy help and wrote also to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal on the samo day soliciting his 
permission to take recourse to strong measures (“nothing lesa 
than the introduction of martial law order to bring the 
insurgents “to their senses," He replied to the letter of Mr. 
С. E. Chapman on the 16th July informing him that he had 
received news on that day from Major-General Lloyd, Com- 
manding at Dinapore, to the effect that Headquarters of 
the 40th Regiment N. I. consisting of 500 rank and file and 
a full complement of officers (9 European officers, 2 European 
Sergeants, 1 Indian Sergeant, 10 Indian officers, 30 Havil- 
dars, 10 Drummers) under Major Shuckburgh had started 
from Dinapore and was proceeding towards Bhagalpur on 
steamer. About the plan that was to be followed under 
the circumstances then prevailing, he recommended the 
following one to Mr. Chapman : “The troops should proceed 
to the nearest point where the insurgents are to be found. 
On your meeting with them if they do not immediately lay 
down their arms on being called to do so, the troops may 
at once attack them ; if found in the act of murder or pillage 











OUTBRHAK AND PROGRESS OF ТНВ INSURERCTION 27 


Colgong."** Mr. G.A. Pepper, Magistrate of Purneah, had come 
with 58 mon of the Hill Rangers to Carragolah with the object 
of crossing over to Pirpainti, but, on hearing of tho revorsor 
of Major Burroughs’ troops, seat them on boats to Colgong,""* 

Major Shuckburgh arrived at Bhagalpur with a portion 
of tho 40th Regimont №. L in the moraing of the 17th July 
by the steamer "Moghna,' and the rest of it reached tho place 
in the afternoon of the same day by tho steamer ‘Banaras.’ 
Just after his arrival, he was instructed by tho Commissioner 
of Bhagalpur to “take a bazar with him," as, under the then 
circumstances, ho would “find no hazar or provisions of any 
kind." ‘The Collector of Bhagalpur was olso asked to send 
provisions to Colgong “in > boat once а week." But later on 
that day, the Commissioner of Bhagalpur requested Major 
Shuckburgh to adopt surh moasuros as ho thought fit for the 
defence of Bhagalpur: before prooseding to Colgong, ''a« intol- 
ligeuco bad arrived from the interior on that day that the 
insurrection was spreading in the direction of Bhagalpur," 
Some villages, including Barkope, Dhurma, and Bhoorea 
(which was within 20 miles of Bhagalpur and lay direct on 
the road leading to it from the south-east), were plundored on 
the 18th of July, а largo number of “frightened inhabitants 
were’ ‘flocking in every hour (at Bhagalpur) with tales of fresh 
atrocities,” and the panic was “consequently intenso," 
Soveral Europeans, including the wife and sister-in-law of 
one of the road-inspectors, bad beon killed, and "the. Railway 
operations entirely stopped." 

‘Tho Hill Rangers (Lt. Fagan Commanding at Bhagalpur, 
Sergeant Major 1, Native officers 3, Havildars 5, Naiks 10, 
Sepoys 119, Recruits 54), then stationed at Bhagalpur, were 
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"engaged to guard the Treasu: 
y. On the Commissioner's requisition, Major Shuckburgh 
deemed it advisable to remain" at Bhagalpur “with the 
Headquarters of his Regiment for the present,” 
to Major Burroughs 200 men under command of 
on board the steamer ‘Benares’. Major Burroughs was 
asked to send back his (the Commissioner's) portion of the 
Hill Rangers for the defence of Bhagalpur. Further, Major. 
General Lloyd of Dinapore was requested by the Commis- 
sioner through a letter, dated the 18th July, to send down 
more infantry as well as the Irregular Cavalry, for which he 
had been already written to him, and also a few Howitzers. 
‘The Commissioner also requested the Government of Bengal 
on the same day to “be pleased to send up more troops by 
steamer,” as there was no certainty as to what extent the 
Santals might “devastate the district unless subdued prom- 
ptly with а firm hand,"* He considered that to be the 
most proper time "to strike the blow,” for the Damin-i-koh, 
and the country to the south of Bhagalpur, were not then 
“particularly unhealthy," as they usually became after the 
rains. The Magistrate and the Assistant Magistrate of Bha- 
galpur being absent from the station, and the Commissioner 
himself, finding it "utterly impossible to go singlehand, "i 
invested on his own responsibility Mr. R. N. Shore with 
magisterial powers.^ He also wrote to Mr. F. Vincent, 
Deputy Magistrate of Barh, on the 18th July, to come 
down to act as Deputy Magistrate of Bhagalpur to “aid him 
in quelling the rebellion," which had “assumed a very alar- 
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ming aspect." ‘The Commissioner and the Magistrate of Patna. 
were requested by him to relieve Mr. Vincent of his office 
at Barh, and the Magistrate of Monghyr was also asked to 
relieve him of the charge of the Monghyr thannas attached to 
the sub-division of Barh. The Judge of Bhagalpur was re- 
quested on the same date to "substitute Burkundazes for 
the guard of Hill Rangers on duty" in his office. 

The Commissioner received from Calcutta an Electric 
Telegraph message (of the 15th July) on the 18th July, in- 
forming him that he must not depend on the troops from 
Berhampore for relieving Rajmahal, as the Government. waa 
of opinion that officers at Rajmahal should be appointed from 
Bhagalpur. He then wrote to the Bengal Government at 
11 rx, on the same day, that he thought of sending the 
steamor ‘Meghna’ with Captain Sherwill, and a small detach- 
ment of the Hill Rangers, on the next day, for the protection 
of the inhabitants there, and he recommended the appoint- 
ment of an “active, intelligent and prudent Deputy Magis- 
trate (not a Native) for Rajmahal." 

The insurrection having by that time “assumed all the 
characteristics of a rebellion,” the Commissioner “deemed 
it necessary for the protection of the lives and properties of 
the peaceable inhabitants of the district to proclaim martial 
law against the Santals." ' The proclamation offered “large 
rewards for the apprehension of the Insurgent chiefs” 1; for 
the “principal chief Rs. 10,000, for each of the Dewans (sup- 
posed to be about 3 or 4 in number) Rs. 5,000, and for each 
of the minor chiefs of Pergunnuhs Rs. 1,000." © But while 
it sanctioned “the destruction of the rebels found in arms,” 
it carefully enjoined “that their families be spared,” as "the 
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British Government does not make War against women and 
children." "The Commissioner informed Major Burroughs, 
on the 19th of July, that he should thereafter act on his own 
responsibility (that is, without the “presence of the civil 
power") in taking such measures as he considered fit for the 
“extirpation of the rebels, ™" and that Mr. Chapman's duties 
in his camp were thenceforth to be confined to helping him 
“in obf ing information and furnishing supplies and carria- 
цек." Но also wrote to Mr. James Allan, Civil Assistant 
Surgeon of Bhagalpur, on the same date, to take proper care 
of the men sont to his hospital after being wounded by the 
Santal insurgents, even by supplying them with food at the 
expense of the Government." 








Disturbances in other Quarters—Godda, Pakur, 
Maheshpur, Murshidabad, and Birbhum 


Disturbances had spread to other quarters with great 
rapidity. Mr. John Fitzpatrick, ‘a very intelligent (indigo) 
farmer, stationed at Godda, wrote to the Commissioner of 
Bhagalpur, on the 11th July, that а fearful panic had "seized. 
the inhabitants of that neighbourhood since the perpetration 
of the barbarous murders on the 7th instant," and that six 
bands of Santals “to the amount (number) of several thou- 





OUTBREAK AND PROGRESS OF THE ENSURMHCTION 31 


Manjhi. After having plundered the said village, they procee- 
ded to Litipara, where there lived two rich. mahájans, named 
Isree Bhakat and Tilak Bhakat, “whose ill-gotten wealth had 
made thom immensely rich and who were the greatest eyesore 
of the Santals, whose heart-blood their sole business was to 
drink пр.” Having already received information about the 
disturbances at Panchke/hia, these mahijans had fled away 
from their home, leaving a portion of their wealth in charge 
of their gomasta, Thooths Bhakat, who had “made him- 
self notorious even amongst the Bhakats for his devising 
and exercising inhuman eruelties on the debtors of Taree and 
Tilak Bhakats.™» The Santals plundered the shops of Taree 
and Tilak and killed the said gomasta. Some of the shop- 
keepers and moiras of the village Jitpur had concealed them- 
selves within hollows of Mohul trees, But the Santals being 
informed of this through their diku (non-Santal) spies found 
them out and put them to death. Manik Sunri, and his 
son, of the village Karanghati, were killed with arrows by 
one Khela Santal. Thence the Santals proceeded to Hiranpur 
bazar, "They plundered it and went away to Mansingpur, 
where they were joined by one Tirbhuban Santal alias Thakur 
of Fursadihi in Ambar paragana.* Boing reinforced by a 
large number of low caste dius (non-Santals), the Santal in- 
surgents then proceeded to Sangrampur, about two miles to 
the north of Pakur, and plundered and burnt there the house 
of a rich Mussalman agriculturist named Rahamdi Mandal. 
"This naturally excited panic in the minds of the inhabitants 
of Pakur. Babu Jagabandhu Ray of Kanchantala, the thon 
diwan of the Zamindar of Ambar paragana, consulted the 
villagers of Pakur a» to how that place could be protected 
against the ravages of the Santal insurgents. He sent an 
elephant-driver named Rohsan Mahut to Jangipur to purchase 
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“as much gunpowder ashe could get and return with 
it to Pakur," and, in the meanwhile, ordered the sepoys and 
servants there to stock brick-bats, stones, etc., on the roof of 
the house of the local zamindar. The villagers were asked 
to keep their women and children within the compound of the 
zamindar's house till the rising was suppressed. But on Roh- 
san Mahut's returning to Pakur with only a small quantity 
of gunpowder, the diwan considered himself helpless and 
ordered the villagers to save their lives and property somehow 
orother. Thereupon, the panic became intense, as Mr. Chakra- 
varty has described in the following language : “Then there 
arose loud wailings of the females, children shrieked and 
screamed, men talked nonsense and rushed hither and thither 
without any fixed aim ; fathers left aside their crying children. 
unheeded ; no one cared for the old, the infirm, and the sickly. 
There was tying and untying of bundles, everything turned 
upside down and mixed up helter and skelter promiscuously. 
In short, a confused and heart-rending scene ensued which 
ean be better imagined than described. We were at the time 
only віх years of age, yet we remember vividly the scene 
of that hour of general woe and confusion and the impression 
loft in our mind will never be obliterated. The fear and 
anxiety with which the terrible long night passed away beggar 
any description. But long before the day dawned almost 

the whole village became empty........ In this sad plight 
the villagers left their homes not knowing where to go, what 
food to give to the children when they would cry for hunger, 
All the eatables, all the money, utensils, furniture, in short, 
everything they possessed was left behind, their only aim 
and only object being to put as much distance as possible 
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planter of Kadam: 
stricl 


rod great help to the panio- 
en people by supplying them with boat" 

After having plundered Sangrampur, the Santal insur- 
gents reached Pakur and kept the place almost in a state of 
siege for three days and nights. On the fourth day ie., on 
the 12th of July, 1855 Sidhu, Kanhu, Chand and Bhairah 
entered the house of the local zamindar,s but they could 
not get wealth up to their expectation because most of it, in- 
cluding a precious jewel, with which the rajahe used to doco- 
rate their family god Madanmohan, had been shifted else- 
where, "They then plundered the houses of many other 
Villagers and robbed them of their wealth. One Brahmin 
named Radhanath Pande, a bed-ridden paralytic patient, 
and one Lakshman Mandal, who being a lame man could 
not run away, were brutally murdered. Two old women 
were, however, not only spared by them but also respectfully 
provided with some food and money. Rani Kshemasundari, 
the then zamindar of Pakur, had at first taken refuge at Jangi- 
pur with her family idol Madanmohan : but later on she came 
back to Jhikarhati, а large and prosperous village in her 
zamindari, where she remained for some time till peace was 
restored. “Although herself great loser, she materially 
helped her subjects to rebuild their houses and to subsist 
till the next crops," 

After the Santals had left Pakur, Dindayal Ray, the 
richest money-lender of that place, with his brother Nanda- 
kumar Ray and his followers, Sristidhar Poddar, Nilkamal 
Mandal, Nitai Mandal and Jadav Mandal, returned there. 
He was exceedingly glad to see that his treasures, hidden 
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under the ground, were safe, He foolishly proclaimed that 








e zamindar of Pakur having left the place, he was thence- 
th the zamindar of Amabar paragana, His party proceeded 
every day to the neighbouring Santal villages and committed 
various oppressions on the women and children of the Santals. 
But he soon re for his rapacities, 
One day, he with his brother Nandakumar and his sister 
Bimala went h to а tank called Chowdhuripukur, 
lying to the east of Pakur, when all of a sudden a large number 
of Santals appeared. the andakumar and Bimala fled 
away instantly and thus saved their lives, but Dindayal 
a corpulent and old fellow could not leave the spot. 
‘The Santals fell upon him with bows, arrows, swords and 
langis (axes), and xet on him their ferocious dogs, who tore 
flesh from his limbs. Before the Santals dealt upon him the 
final blow, Jagannath Sirdar, who was formerly а servant of 
Dindayal Ray but had later joined the Santals, lopped off 
his limbs bit by bit with a tangi, exclaiming : “With those 
fingers you counted your interest and ill-begotten wealth ! 
With this hand you snatched away food from the mouths of 
the hungry poor!" ‘The Santals took Dindayal’s head to the 
temple of Siva Chakrapaniswar, situated within a few yards 
from the scene of the tragedy, and placed it in a niche in the 
wall of the temple, which they painted with his blood,* 
Dindayal’s sister Bimala, who had concealed herself in a ditch 
lying clone by, saw the tragic end of her brother, and from her 
the inhabitants of Pakur heard all the particulars regarding 
hor brother's murder. 

After leaving Pakur, the Santal insurgents proceeded to 
Ballabhpur, on the eastern border of Pakur, and killed there 
оле Ghaneshyam Maria, a blacksmith by profession having a 
very strong constitution, two bairagis or professional mendi- 
cants, and two Mussalman fakirs, while they were cooking 
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atheir food under a banian tree. They next plundered the 
Villages Kalikapur, Ballabhpuz, Baliharpur, Sahabazpur, and 
Nabinagar,"” and advanced further east towards the border 
of the Murshidabad District. Mr. Toogood, Magistrate of 
Murshidabad, had left Berhampore for Aurangabad, on the 
lith July, 1855, with a party of 400 men of 7th Regiment 
N. L stationed there, On hearing of the advance of the 
Santals, ho was detained at the indigo factory of Mr. Н, 
Masoyk at Dhulian, whence ho sont a party of 160 barkandazes 
for the prowotion of the factory of Mr. C. Masoyk (brother of 
tho former) at Kadams After plundering the kachari 
of the zamindar of Ambar paragana (Pakur Raj) at Jhikar- 
hati, the insurgonts had raided tho factocy of Mr. C. Маявук 
at Kadamaair, but the latter "with two other gontlomen, 
armed with fowling-piecos and stationed on a boat in the 
middle of a nullah, which commanded the approach to the 
promises, kopt at bay tho whole Santal army, wounded somo, 
and captured one prisoner The 160 polico barkandazes, 
who had boon sent from Dhulian, "safely hid themselves in 
the high grass and weds that lined tho nullah's banks. 

"The Berhampore troops arrived at Kadamsair on tho 
13th July aftoe the Santals had already moved from that 
place. ‘They pursued the insurgents to Palsa on the Lith 
July, but the latter evaded capture and procooded to Mahesh- 
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Bhairab “wore themselves shot, though not mortally, and 
200 other Santals killed and wounded ; above Rs. 7,000 in cash 

ana Rs. 4,000 worth of goods, all plundered property, woro 
rocovorod.™™ Two hundred men of 7th Regiment N. Т. fell 
upon 5,009 of the insurgents near Pakur on the bank of tho 
‘Tarai river, and routed them completely, “killing great 
numbers and without singlg loss of life (cn their own side)."'2* 
‘Two unfortunate English ladies, Mrs. Thoms and Miss Poll, 

and three European gontlemen, Me. Hensha wo (Me. Honnessy)* 
and his two sons, wore murdorod by a party of the insurgents 
under the guidance of Tirbhuban Santal, nyse Mohaeajpur.® 
Pour blacksmiths, Lal Lohr ond Peit Ram Lohar of Majur 

hati (later on of Kowadhab), Нәэға Lohse of Majurhati, and 
Motiram Lohar, who was for some time chowkidar of Patna 
(near Barharwa), Majurhati, and Beojpur, ажого bofore tho 
Special Commissioner for the suppression of the insurrection 
at Dumke to having seen Tirbhuban murder Mr. Honshawo.™ 
‘They narrated that the insurgents first “assomblod at Patna 
Bunglow under Tirbhuban and Mansing Manjhoo (Manjhi) of 
Borio. Коороо, Manjhoe (Manjhi) of Majurhati and Dew 
Ma njheo™ to Lumboo Parguaa ite (Parga nait) of Chota Kan. 
gola (Kanjola), was present with them and collected somo 
fowj ; Moghoo, Manjhee (Manjhi) of Barmasia, abo joined 
their party ; Ruchka, Roopoo's brother and Chuckladar, 
served as a guide ; and Singree, Paryanait of Majurhati, was 
also опе of tho leaders. They all proceeded to Bhoospara 
whore tho Sahebs bad assembled, near tho* Haut’ ; two Sahobs 
were on one elephant and one was on horseback ; being pur- 
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sued by tho Santals the Sthobs ran towards Mabarajpur and 
they got as far ax tho Jheel (marshy land) oast of Маһатаўриг 
when they wore surrounded by tho Santals who killed them 
with Furshas (axes), Mungut Santal, a ryot of Kosohpara 
(formorly of Kondwa), confessed having killed Mr. Honshawo' 
eldost son." It is stated by Baby Digamba Chakravarty 
that Sidhu and Kanhu did not support the murder of. these 
European ladies and gentlemen. They oven punished some 
of the culprits, 

In Birbhum slao, tho insurrootion had become fora 
at Nalhati, Rampurhat, Nagoro, Suri, Langalis, 
other places, In fact, by the 20th of July, the revolt "had 
spread and was in activity" from Taldanga at the gouth-wost 
of Birbhum, on the Grand Trunk Вомі, and Sainthia at. the 
south-east, to Bhagalpur and Rajmahal on the Ganges at the 
north-west and north-east of the Bhagalpur district," In 
order to prevent the advanoe of the Santals to tho south of the 
Damodar river and of the Grand Trunk Read, and also to 
protect the adjacent torritories, tho Ramzurh Irregular Light 
Horso, the Goveraor-General's Bodyguard, the 37th Regiment, 
and 200 Nizamat wepoys from tho Guard of the Nawab of 
Murshidabad 30 of his olophants busides 32 horsos, and 
subsequently the 63rd Regiment N, L hed boon put in 
motion. As we hove already seen, the 7th and tho 3180 
Regiment N. L had been employed oa the Murshidabad 
border ; and the Hill Rangors, and portions of the 40tb, the 
42nd, and the 13th Rezimont N. L coming from Dinaporo, 
had boen engaged towards Bhagalpur and Colgong. Garrison 
posta of tho 7th ana 3186 Regiments N. L, and the Nizamat 
‘troops, wore Корь at Pakur, Phudkipur, and some neighbour 
ing places, “protecting the country on either sido of the Mur- 
ghidabad border from the Birbhum boundary «o the Ganges 
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SUPPRESSION ov THE INSURRECTION 


Anxiety of the Bhagalpur Commissioner 





Tho € і of Bhagalpur thought that "simul- 
à tho insurgents by Bhagalpur, Birbhum 
and Rajmahal troops may be of great offoct,"* So he wrote 
to Major Burroughs at Colgong, on the 20th July, strongly 
urging him “to i ofensive measures against the 
Rebels," But bei us for the 
Bhagalpur, be changed bia plan on the next day, and accor- 
dingly informed Major Burroughs that ho should гөмип to 
Bhagalpur with the 100 men of the Hill Rangers, and that 
Major Shuckburgh should proceed to Colgong with the 200 
men of the 40th Regiment leaving 100 of them behind at 
Bhagalpur. He wrote to Mr. W. T, ТисКок, Magistrate of 
Monghyr, on the same day, cordially approving of his plan 
of “entertaining a guard of one thousand Ghatwals™ at a 
monthly charge of Throo Thousand and Fifty Rupees to watch 
tho passes" of his district, but at the same time requested him 
to be vory "careful to ascertain their loyalty" bofore engaging 
their services, for they, being of a “cognate tribe with the 
Santal,” might “prove treacherous in hour of need.” At 
Rajmabal, Mr. Richardson had with him only 120 men of 
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„ on the 21st July, that more troops were 
‘necessary for suppressing the rebellion...which has assumed 
sue 

perpetrated, villages plundered and burnt 
and the unfortunate inhabitants massacred without respect to 
“ Mr. Charles Harrington Barnes, indigo-planter 
Pirpainti, and Pyalapore concerns, who had 
t (of Bhagalpur) for more than fifteen 
"services to render all necesmary aid to 

the Troops proceeding against the Santal rebels," He wa: 
therefore, given “unrestricted powers" by the Commissioner 
of Bhagalpur “to obtain what may be necessary for the exi- 
gencies of publie service and to callon all Police offers, 
Zamindars, and others for their assistance. ™ Mr. Chapman, 
then stationed with the troops at Colgong, was asked to 
return to Bhagalpur, where his services were more urgently 

required. 

Captain Shorwill proceeded on board the ‘Meghna’ from 
Bhagalpur at noon of the 19th July, with 40 men of the Hill 
Rangers, to help Mr. Richardson at Rajmahal. He reached 
there on the 20th July at 9-30 a.w., but finding that Liente- 
nant Lookart of the 7th Regiment N.I. had already come 
there, and that his help was not, therefore, required, he loft 
that place at noon, and reached Colgong on Saturday the 
21st July at 9-З0л.м., with a view to joining Major Burroughs" 

_ troops. But as Major Burroughs’ party then “amounted to 
considerably more than 400 Rank and File, wiz., 200 of the 
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40th Regiment and 240 of the Hill Rangers," he left Col- 
gong at 1-30 в.м. on the 21st July, and reached Bhagalpur 
at 4-30 rx. with 16 prisoners from Кайта! 
18 prisoners from Colgong, who had been arresi 
with bows and poisoned arrows looting near Colgong, 
morning of 21st July, by the jagirdars of Mysumoonder, lying 
les £ f Colgong.' OF these 18 prisoners, 5 were 
hillmen wad which showed that “armed bands of 
Hillmen, Bonyahs (benias) and other low castes” were «ріШар- 
ing as well as Santals around Colgong.”* Captain Sherwill 
noted the following in his Memo., regarding his voyage to, and 
from, Rajmahal ; “The Santals are in force all along the high 
road from Peellapoor (Pyalapore) to Rejmahal having been 
joined by the hillmen in some places, Villages all round Col- 
gong havo been told off for loot and burning by the Santals 
and their arrangements have been carried on for the last four 
days in the view of Colgong. Numerous Zamindars have 
‘ome into Colgong begging that the Troops may be allowed to 
move Out but they have not (done вэ) up to noon of 21st July. 
Hourly notices are broneht in of villages being looted and the 
people about to be murdered but the military have not moved 
out. Major Burroughs says ho will move out this afternoon 
(2186 July) to try and endeavour to stop the burning. The 
villages on fire seem to the East and South-East and are 
visible more as I wrote. The Sepoys of the 40th Regiment 
№. I. are most anxious to march off against the insurgent,’ 
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Inactivity of Major Burroughs’ Troops at Colgong : 
Plans of the Bhagalpur Commissioner 


Inspite of all precautions, very little had been dono by 
Major Burroughs at Colgong, Pirpainti, and Narainpur till 
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the 26th July to suppress the insurrection.“ АШ direot com- 
munications between Bhagalpur and Rajmahal being sus- 
pended, Mr. George, the Inspecting Postmaster, andeayoured 
to reopen these by organising an establishment of fast-pulling 
boata. The Commissioner of Bhagalpur deeply regretted 
that "the troops have been allowed to remain inactive," 
and solicited the permission of the Goverament of Bengal to 
issue another Proclamation like that of the 18th July, He 
actually issued a Proclamation on tho 23rd July declaring 
therein that “other castes of persons besides Santals who 
may take up arms against the peaceable subjosts to Govern- 
meat aro to be considera! rebels in like manner and treated 
accordingly,"** and circulated it on the 25th July, 1855, to 
tho Judges of Bhagalpur, Paraosh, Tichat, Marshidabad, the 
Collectors of Bhazalpur, Moaghyr, Purnesh, the Mazistratos 
of Pataa, Marshidabad, Bhyzslpar, Мэл тут, Paraevh, Tirhut 
and to tha Moulavi in charge of ths Magistrate's office at 
Bhagalpur. Lala Shoo Sahay was appointed a earbarabar 
(sarbarahakira, supplier) by the Commissioner of Bhagalpur 
to procure provisions, and Mr. J. Dacosta, Munsiff of Bhagal- 
pur, consented to take charge of tho carriage department, 
Both of them rendered much help to tho Collector of Bhagal- 
pur.» Mr. J. W. Monay of the Civil Service, at Monghyr 
also volunteered his services in place of Mr. Chspman,"* who, 
on his return to Bhagalpur, had to officiate as the Joint Magis- 
trate with full powers till the Magistrate could return there. 
Mr, В. N. Shore was appointed th» Commissioner's assistant. 
Mr, Vincent, Deputy Magistrate of Barh, had been asked, as 
146 тыз. 
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we have already noted, to assist the Commissioner of Bhagal- 
pur, but the Commissioner of Patna objected to his leaving 
Barh)9 Major Burroughs was ordered by the Commissioner, 
on the evening of the 26th July, that “a strong detachment 
{of about 200 or 300 men) be immediately sent to Rajmabal, 
—and a similar one to the south-west of Bhagalpur near Bar- 
kopo and Godda besides other detachments in other 
directions," 

But the Commissioner of Bhagalpur soon received an 
Electric Telegraph message from Caloutta informing him that 
his Proclamations of the 18th and the 23rd July were illegal 
and “must bo recalled and cancelled and each reward offered 
therein reduced one-half." Не obeyed the orders instantly, 
and wrote accordingly on the 26th July to the Magistrates 
and Judges of different places (as already noted), and also to 
Mr. Pontet, Superintendent of the Damin-i-koh!” But he 
still advocated “Extreme Measures" for “Extreme Cases" 
and waited for “further instructions of the Linetenant-Gover- 
nor on the subject." 

Captain Waterman came from Dinapore to Bhngalpur 
at 8 A.M, Of the 25th July, with 300 men of the 13th Regiment 
N. L™ The panio at Bhagalpur abated after his arrival, and. 

no longer apprehended any attack on that 


the Commissioner 
city He expected that a “comparatively «mall force will 
be quite sufficient for the defence of the place in any extro- 
sede mec ee ane aller а 
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elephants, only 38 could be obtained by the 26th July ава 
12 more were then expected. 1# The Zamindars had “shown 
the utmost readiness in furnishing supplies," which was “a 
proof not only of their goodwill towards the Government but 
their extreme anxiety to aid the troops employed in suppres- 
sing the insurrection,” “ Mr. W. T. Tucker, Magistrate of 
Monghyr, was also exerting himself most energetically to 
inspire tho people with confidence and in adopting measures 
for preserving the peace and preventing the insurrection 
spreading towards the west," ^" In order to accommodate 
the additional troops expected from Dinapore, the Commis- 
sioner wrote to the Secretary to the Local Committee of Publie 
Instruction at Bhagalpur, on the 28th July, 1855, to obtain 
the sanction of the Local Committee of Public Instruction to 
“appropriate the Government school-house for that purpose” 
by paying rent for the whole or part, as occupied, 











March of Major Shuckbwryh and Captain Francis 


In the meanwhile, Major Shuckburgh, along with Captain 
Sherwill and 300 men of the 40th Regiment N. L, had pro- 
ceeded from Bhagalpur on the 25th July, with а view “to 
take up a line of his own going south to Dighee and thence to 
the cast, till he reaches the Damin-i-koh, when he can either 
proceed northwards to Telleagurhee (Teliagarhi) and join 
Major Burroughs or to the south with the view of entering the 
Hills by the new dawk road leading to Rajmahal," '« He 
reached Dighee (12 miles south of Colgong) on the 26th, pro- 
ceeded on the 27th to Dukyto (Dakatia) and Lorundree 
(Lohundea, half-way between Dighee and Borio), both the 
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places lying about 12 miles beyond Dighee in E.S.E. direction, 
and expected to reach Borio on the following day. нз Refer- 
ring to the advance of Major Shuckburgh, the Commissioner 
of Bhagalpur sont, on the 28th July, 1855, the following ins- 
tructions to Major Burroughs, who had remained till then 
at Pyalapore with 200 men of the 40th Regiment №. I, : If 
you were only to push your party in the same vigorous and 
determined manner towards Bhuggya (three miles to the west 
of Mirzachowki Railway station), the rebels would be hemmed 
in between the two forces and a mont decisive blow might bo 
struck........" Mr. Barnes, the indigo-planter, whom the 
Commissioner had directed to relieve Major Burroughs, had 
to accompany Major Shuckburgh, and во another arangement 
being necessary, the Faujdari Nazir of Bhagalpur, Shaikh 
Azid Bux, was deputed by him to Major Burroughs" camp to 
“represent the civil power on all requisite occasions” till he 
could send there an “officer of a superior grade to supply his 
place," Captain Francis with 200 men of the 13th Regiment, 
N. І. accompanied by Mr. W. J. Money **“ as civil authority, 
marched in the morning of the 28th of July towards Amarpur 
and Bowsee (Baunsi, Mandar Hills), south of Bhagalpur, to 
quell the insurrection, which was very “ripe in that quarter." 
The Deputy Magistiate of Deoghur, alarmed by the advance 
of the Santals, had by that time taken to flight. 1» 











Additional Troops from Dinapore 


Licutensnt-Colonel Liptrap, with 250 rank and file of the 
42nd Regiment N.L, reached Bhagalpur by steamer in the 
‘morning of the 20th July, and the remainder of the 13th 
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Regiment N.I. (about 350 men) also came there in the after- 
noon of that day under the command of Major Bruere.'# 
On their arrival, the Commissioner immediately arranged with 
Lt.-Col. Liptrap that 250 rank and file of the 13th Regiment 
МЛ. should proceed to Rajmahal on board the steamer ‘Lady 
Hackwell,’ and that he should “take command of the troops 
in this (Bhagalpur) district (towards Colgong).” Major Bur- 
roughs was to return to Bhagalpur with the Hill Rangers, 
whose place would be occupied “by the troops of the line," 
and “then a vigorous effort will doubtless be made by the 
Detachments at Pyalapoor (Pyalapore) and Dighee to co- 
operate with those at Rajmahal and elsewhere." Being 
unacquainted with the peculiar circumstances under which 
Mr. Richardson had then been placed at Rajmahal, the Com- 
missioner could not give him “difinite instructions regarding 
the direction in which the troops would proceed" after joining 
him-whother towards Sakrigali, or towards Pakur, or 
into-the heart of the Damin. 








Attempt of the Commissioner of Bhagalpur 
to collect Elephants 


The Commissioner of Bhagalpur was making “every 
effort to obtain more elephants." On the 30th July, he 
wrote to the Magistrates of Tirhut, Purneah, Monghyr, and 
the Deputy Magistrates of Kishanganj and Madhipura, to 
send all the elephants they could collect. He observed in his 
letters to them that in sending tho elephants they should 
“furnish a list of thom with their names, the names of their 
owners and mahuts (elephant-drivers), and estimated value of 
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cach elephant.'» Goverument will pay а rupee а day for their 
use and guarantee compensation in the event of loss or injury. "" 
Fifty Havildars from Purneah joined Major Burroughs at 
Colgong, but he did not take any notice of the offer of ele- 
phants made by Mr, ©. A. Pepper, Magistrate of Purneah, 
who thereupon left that place. 


Lloyd at Bhagalpur and. Rajmahat 


By the end of July, Major-General Lloyd arrived at 
Bhagalpur and took upon himself the “disposition of the 
Troops. ™™ While given absolute powers т the movo- 
ments of the military, Major-General Lloyd remained subject 
to the authority of the Givil power for non-military affairs. 
“It was not intended,” wrote the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal to the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, on 
the 30th July, 1855, “that the military should act indepen- 
dontly of the civil power against our own subjects ; but that 
the nature of the military operations necessary for dispersing 
ond capturing the insurgents, and for putting down the 
rebellion, should be entirely in the hands of the military 
commanders." Major-General Lloyd left Bhagalpur for Raj- 
mahal in the morning of the 2nd August, 1855," and camo 
back there on the 11th of August, 1855,« 
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Combined Efforts of the ry and the Civil Officers, the 
Zamindars, and the Indigo- Planters : Return of Com. 
parative Security in the Damin-i-koh and the Plains 








Since the end of July, the military officers adopted strong 
measures in different directions. Major Shuckburgh made 
“another successful raid against the Santals and destroyed a 
good deal of property, but as the insurgents tled at the appro- 
ach of the Troops, instead of standing their grounds, he 
could not (in the absence of cavalry) get near enough to attack 
these persons with any effect." Major Burroughs at last 
pushed on with his party towards Pyalapore and attacked 
some of the Santal villages." Early in the morning of the 
29th July, Captain Sherwill, and 150 sepoys of the 40th Regi- 
ment N.I. under command of Lieutenant Cahil, made ‘a very 
successful’ tour (in a N.E. direction from the camp at Dighso), 
during which they destroyed 12 Santal villages, ‘full of plun- 
ders.’ At Balbadda they saw the indigo factory, “which had 
been burnt by the Santals, still «moulderi At Chora, the 
Santals were “armed and apparently ready for action," but 
they fled into the jungles at the approach of the troops но 
that “very few of the insurgents were gone wounded," 
The troops, however, “succeeded in securing а large supp 
of grain for the use of the ‘Troops and the poor starving villa- 
gers who accompanied thom and in capturing a great quantity 
of loot (plundered property) chiefly in the shape of brass 
vessels and upwards a thousand head of cattle besides goats 
and sheep." They also caught hold of one Ganapat Gawala, 
who was the “head spy and guide of the Santals in those parts 
and. destroyed his residence consisting of 8 houses full of loot 
(plundered articles) ; among other things English chairs, a 
saddle, a lady's looking glass, besides immense quantitites of 
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grain and good native cloths,"« Thovgh the tour lasted for 9 
hours over 19 miles, 16 of which lay through wet paddy-fislds, 
yot the troops “wont on most choorfully."" Thus, Captain 
Sherwill’s "able assistance" was of great holp to Major Shuck 
burgh's party, but he was soon summoned by Major-Gonoral 
Lloyd to join his staff at Rajmahal'* Major Shuckbutgh’s 
party moved on from Dighee to Bissohura (4 miles oaetward) 
on the Ist August. After having properly arranged his camp, 
he sent Lioutovant Вага with 50 mon to destroy а Santal 
village in the neighbourhool/* Scarcoly hai Lieutenant 
Barn marched for h*lf an hour when hs was attacked by about 
600 Santals, "who were howovor routed boing doad ор tho 
ground." Major Shuckburgh thon started on tho 22d August 
in a south-oastern direction to Doadeh, and thon north-east, 
through Khonerah and round tho hills, to Lobund»a  dostroy- 
ing 15 Santal villages by the way and cloaring that part of thr 
country of tho rebels."* Н» wrote earnestly for moro el»- 
pants without which, os he said, he could "scarcely move." 
As for Major Burroughs, ho left Румарого on the 29th 
July, 1855, for Bhuggya (0) miles S.E. of Pyalspore) and 
marched with no opposition from tho insurgents, even “ whon 
small parties of 75 and 100 were sent against them." He 
was without any civil authority with him, booauss the Fauj- 
dari Nazir, who had been selected for that position, could not 
reach Pyalapore before his departure from that plaice. In 
the afternoon of the 29th July, Major Burroughs sont a do- 
tachment of 75 rank and file under Lieutenant Gordon to 
destroy the Santal villages of Munhan and Munkatro, situated 
to the west of his position, and in the morning of the 
following day he deputed Lieutenant Rubie with 100 
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men, “who made a detour to the North west and destroyed 
the villages of Bugayah (Bhuggya), Titereah, Buskudar, 
Rangokitta, Hurrialiah, Kamuldeh and Bochai"* But 
Major Burroughs was soon relieved by Captain Waterman 
and left for Bhagalpur on the 6th of August." 

In the meanwhile, the detachment accompanying the 
Magistrate of Murshidabad had pursued the insurgents into 
the Hills, inflicted » defeat on Chand and Kanhu at Raghu- 
nathpur (on the Barharwa-Barhait road), and “burnt Bhug- 
nadee and taken possession of Barhait, the stronghold of the 
insurgents," on the 24th July. A party of the Santalw 
still hovered about the Luchmipore and Dhuldulee (Daldali) 
hills, situated near by, but the main body of the insurgents 
proceeded to the south-west of the district of Santal Para- 
ganas towards Pusoye and Nonihat (on the Dumka-Godda 
road), and the movement extended still further westward.) 
The Commissioner of Bhagalpur, therefore, thought it ad- 
visable to send more troops towards the south and the south- 
west of Bhagalpur» in support of the detachment under 
Captain Francis,” who could not move from Bawnsi on the 
30th and the 31st July, because of heavy rains, “which com- 
pletely saturated everything." At 4 ros. on the Ist August, 
Captain Francis’ party reached the vicinity of Choona Kotee 
(Chunakuthi) Té was about sunset when they fell upon the 
rebels, “who advanced boldly to the attack, sounding drums 
and performing extravagant gestures." Captain Francis 
opened fire and wounded about 10 of them : on his side only 
two men were slightly wounded. Due to the approach of night, 
and his ignorance of the exact position of Chunakuthi, Captain 
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Francis thought it advisable to return to his camp, Early 
in the morning of the 2nd August, the attack was renewed, 
but the rebels beat a retreat, and when Captain Francis 
reached Chunakuthi at about 7 A.M., he “found it evacuated 
but full of plunders of all descriptions. ™= Having burnt 
that place, his party proceeded to Barkope. Captain Francis 
had left a portion ot his gonpowder and his heavy baggage 
at Baunsi under the charge of a guard of 40 теп. "The insur- 
gents fell upon them on the 3rd August, but were repulsed 
“with the loss of seven of their number killed, Mr. We J. 
Money had come down from Monghyr and joined Captain 
Francis" A detachment of 194 rank and file of the 42nd 
Regiment N.I, with a complement of Indian commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers and two European. officers, 
also marched from Bhagalpur in the morning of the Lith 
August to reinforce Captain Francis, who was then expected 
“to co-operate with Major Shuokburgh in the contemplated 
attack on the Sentals but in an opposite directi 
"The Santal insurgents ravaged the Birbhum «district 
throughout the month of July. By the 20th of July, Mithijan- 
pur aud Narainpur were plundered by theme: тий the 
Zamindar of the latter place rewarded Ghulam Ali Khan, the 
daroga of thana Afealpur,with a «word and a piece of shawl for 
having gallantly defended his pucca house. On the 2Iat of. 
July, a party of the insurgents was opposed at Katmah by 
‘the Sardar Ghatwal of Kajoores, а few other Ghatwals, and 
some Bengnlees* but by the 23rd “the large town of Gun- 
pore,” and many other villages, were dest-oyed by them, | 
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"They thon plundorod Nagore, situated 15 miles west of Suri, 
tho Headquarters of the Birbhum district, Lioutenant 
Taulmain was killed “in an unadvissd attack upon a superior 
force posted on the opposite sido of a nullah,"** but Liou- 
tenant Doalamaino of the 56th Rozimont Х.Т. was successful 
agzaingt tho insurgents at Nungoloa (is, Langulia)™ Being 
then driven from Afzalpur, ore, and Mohuneha Hill (then 
a Trigonomotrical Survey station), the insurgents procosdod 
to Kumrabad.™ By tho first wosk of August, they “in a groat 
measure abandoned active opposition to the troops sont 
against them," 

The troops engaged against the insurgents were soma- 
tîman auppliod with funds by the European indigo-planters.”” 
Many of the Zamindara in tho Bhagalpur and neighbouring 
districts lent elephants for service with the different dotach- 
monts posted over the affected ares, Thoy also oxprossod 
thoir willingnoss “to receive no hire" but preferrod to “lend 
them to the Goverament, only desiring that they should be 
woll fed and taken caro of during the perio4 of thoir employ- 
ment."^^ His Highness the Nawab Nazim of Murshidabad, 
too, lent a train of elephants at his personal expense." Thus, 
energetic and combined oforta from different quarters —tho 
Governmont troops, the Zamindars, and the plantors—ros- 
tored comparative security in the Damin-i-koh and the 
neighbouring plains by tho beginning of the second week of 
‘August. So the Commissioner of Bhagalpur requested tho 
Inspseting Postmastor Gonoral at Bhagalpur on the Sth 
August to reopen communications through the old line via 
Pyalapors, Toliagarhi, Sakrigali and the now ono via Borio. 
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Ho wrote to the Spcrstary to the Government of Bengal on 
the 11th August : “The communication is now opon by that 
route (Borio route) to Rajmahal (and of courso to Caloutta) 
and measures are being adopted for establishing the Dawk 
Boonshees and runners along that line, though confidence is 
not yet perfootly restored and the moans of subsistence and 
sholtor at the difforont stages have to be provided ; a delay 
of а fow days mny tke place before the arrangements are 
completed." 









Many Santal Still in Arms 


But the insurrection was not yot completely suppressed, 
‘Tho “numbers (of Santal insurgents) in open arms (in certain 
parts) wore still estimated to охосой 39,000 men."^ Many 
of thom were alo procooding towards Monghyr "into ‘the 
village of Mulhespoor with the intention either of sottling 
thoro, or of inciting the Santals of the country to robellion,"ti* 
"The Commissioner of Bhagalpur, therefore, wrote, on tho 
11th of August, to Mr. W. Т. Tucker, Magistrate of Monghyr + 

secu they have as yet shown no signs of submission to 
Government ; but are on tho contrary openly at war with 
our troops in thie district and in those of Murshidabad and 
Birbhum ; F, therefore, recommond your using every means 
án your power to prevent their ontry within your jurisdiction, 
"Thore ix only one condition on which you can hold ont to 
them any hope of conciliation and that is by their delivering 
up the chiefs of the presont insurrection.” 


Strained Relations between the Bes Governme: 
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failed to adopt offensive operations equally vigorous and 
offostive as those which have boon so effectively carried out” 
in the Murshidabad district," and did not approve of his 
plan of offering high rowards for capturing the leaders of the 
insurrection. Mr. Brown thus defended his own conduct : 
“In fixing the amount of the rewards so large I had rogard 
not only to the enormity of the offence and to the foarful los 
of life and property which the insurrection was ovcasioning 
but also to the numerous loss of revenue and the immonse 
cost to which Government would be put in the march of 
troops, oto., and T calculate that the apprehension of the chiefa 
would in comparison be cheaply purchased for the «ume T 
named or oven double."^* Since the outbreak of the insurroc- 
tion, а large number fof non-Santale such os уох 
(milkmon), telis (oilmon), lohire (blackamiths), and bhunyas 
(bhuiyas), besides many Santals, had been sent to Bhagalpur 
by the Polico, who “found thom with arms in their bande 
and unlawfully assembling for the purpose of committing 
riot or pillage.” The Commissioner of Bhagalpur thought 
that those people should be tried quickly by the officer in 
charge of tho Magistrato's office instead of being detained for 
“any considerable length of time in Hajat,” but he enter- 
tained "grave doubts” аз to whothor they could bo tried "with. 
Advortonce to the provisions of the Act V of 1841, In his 
opinion, the provisions of that Act applied only to 
Robollion and other crimos against the state, 
these could not be put into forco till the Government. had 
appointed a Commission for that purpose. But he regarded 
tho casos alluded to as “simple attempts to commit riot and 
plunder,” which might be disposed of by the Magistrate 
under “ordinary Regulation.” On the 2nd August, 1855, 
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he solicited the opinion of the Judgo of Bhagalpur in this 
matter, but the latter did not approve of tho Magistrate's 
disposing of any of those cases, Oa tho 6th of August, he 
wrote to tho Sooretary to the G mont of Bengal sook- 
ing his permission to appoint a safficient number of civil 
officers (owing to their lack) “to act in a civil capacity with 
each Detachment in tho feld." Но also roquosted tho Govera- 
mont for early orders regarding the trial of persons "who 
had been seized and sent in charged with being concerned 
in tho prosent insurrection." 

















Appointment of a Special Commissioner for the Suppression 
of the Insurrection 





But the Commissioner s requests were not complied with 
by the Lieatensnt-Goveraor, Mr. (afterwards Sir) Frederick 
James Halliday, who had formed an unfavourable opinion 
about his conduct in connection with the insurrection.” 
Mr. A. С. Bidwoll, Commissioner of the Nadia Division, was 
appointed a ‘Special Commissioner’ to conduct, under the 
orders of the Bengal Government, “tho moasures nocossary 
for the entire suppression of tho insurtoctior which has brokon 
out ainoag the Santal popirlatioa and for restoring tranquil- 
lity to the disturbed districts." He was requested by 
Mr. W. Grey, Secrotary to the Government of Benzal, on the 
6th August, 1855, to proceed quickly to Rajmahal ond place 
himself in communication with Major-Goneral Lloyd. He 
received the following instructions from him for his guidance : 
“3ed. The Lioutonant-Governor roquosts that you will report 
your proceedings as wrll as military moasuros that may be 
takon as frequently as possible. 4th. A fow days since tho 
Govoramont roosived from tho Magistrato of Bhagslpur a 
copy of а documont which had boon forwarded to that officer 
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by the Santals. A translation of this document is enclosed 
and the Lieutenant-Governor considers that, having regard 
to the tenor of it, and also to the circumstances that the 
Sentals would appear, more particularly from the accounts 
received from the Birbhum District, already in a great men- 
sure to have abandoned active opposition to the troops sent 
against them, you should now take every means of publishing 
and proclaiming among them by written note both in the 
Hindi and Bengalee languages that the Government will 
freely pardon all who may tender a speedy submission, except 
those who shall be proved to have been the principal insti- 
gators and leaders of the insurrection, and those who «ball 
be proved to have been principally concerned in the perpe 
tration of any murder, They would be warned at the sumo 
time that against all who continue to offer resistence, prompt 
and severe measures will be unhesitatingly adopted, while, on 
the other hand, that as soon as complete submission is shown 
to the authority of Government, you will be prepared to 
receive and carefully enquire into all well-grounded com- 
plainte which they may have to prefer, 

“Sth. The Lieutenant-Governor has observed in several 
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attach to all acts of wanton and unnecessary severity, and 
even were it otherwise, it can never, the Lieutenant-Governor 
believes, conduce to the early settlement of the present un- 
happy disturbances to make large bodies of armed men, our 
subjects, homeless and desperate. A few severe examples 
must be necessary and ought assuredly to be made but you 
will not let, the Lt.-Governor feels sure, overstep the bounds 
of that true moderation and humanity which should distinguish 
all our dealings with our mbjects, even the most perverse and 
— 

The Hon'ble Mr. (afterwards Sir) Ashley Eden was 
appointed Mr. A. C. Bidwell’s first assistant with the powers, 
of a Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector, and Mr. Barnes, 
another assistant, with the powers of a Deputy Magistrate and 
Deputy Collector. Mr. Pontet was asked to consider himself 
as being under Mr. Bidwell's immediate ordors during his 
special — in connection with the insurrection in 
the Damin-i-koh. 








The Proclamation of the 17th August 


Acting according to the instructions of the Bengal Govern- 
ment, the Special Commissioner issued, on the 17th August, 
a proclamation offering pardon to all except the ring-lendera, 
and those who had been guilty of committing murders, arson, 
and other heinous acts, ‘The proclamation ran ан follows : 
“In as much as it appears that amongst the Santals, who have 
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their submission, always excepting those who shall be proved 
to have been principal instigators and leaders of the in- 
surrection, and those who shall be proved to have been princi- 
pally concerned in the perpetration of any murder. As soon 
as complete submission is shown, all well-grounded complaints 
preferred by the Santals will be enquired into. But, on the 
other hand, all insurgents remaining in opposition will be 
visited with the promptest and severest punishment." 


Apprehension of Fresh Outbreaks by the Lieutenant Governor 





‘The disturbances caused by the Santal insurgents in 
Birbhum seemed to have subsided in the month of August. 
The Magistrate of Birbhum reported on the 24th August, 
1856 : “All has beon quiet for seven weeks past. The villagers 
have returned to their homes, and the husbandmen are 
ongaged in the cultivation of their land as usual. The Santals 
are nowhere to be found... -having retreated to a place 
some thirty miles off, in another distriot.™™™ But Mr. Frede- 
rick James Halliday rightly apprehended that the Santale 
had retired “without any sigos of General submission," and 
that on "three sides of the НИМ” they were "likely to take 
advantage of the enforced and unavoidable inactivity of the 
troops to renew the attacks on the inhabitants of the open 
country.""* He received a deputation from Messrs, Nelson. 
& Co., the contractors for tbe Eajmahal line of the E. Т. Ry., 
representing that great consternation provailed in that 
neighbourhood among the Europeans as well as Indians, and 
that it would be difficult to recommence the construction of 
railways, which had been interrupted during the insurrection, 
“unless very active measures be taken to preserve the peace, "= 
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He granted Mr. Nelson permission to use 50 muskots and 
ammunition, and to “arm men whom he intended to entertain 
for the defence of his people and works and the neighbouring 
Villages," and undertook to provide him with arms. 

As we find in the Lieutenant-Governor's Minute of the 
12th September, 1855, ho became rather anxious for the future 
safety and defence of the affected arcas against renewed out- 
breaks. He considered it "impossible to make other than 
partial and incomplete defence by means of the troops," 
and suggested that a temporary force, “armed with match. 
locks when such men are procurable or with muskets where 
men аге to be had capable of using such arms,"*? be raised 
“to use it in guarding outlying villages distant from Military 
supports and also in patrolling between tho several military 
stations and especially along the line of Railroad under cons- 
trustion."™ To facilitate communications between the 
military stations, especially alone the line of railway worka, 
ho considered it necessary that the doop nullahs on the roads 
“might bo roughly bridged and the roads made fairly passable 
at a comparatively small expense,” and asked Mossre. 
Nelson & Co. to stato the rate of cost per mile at which thoy 
were willing to undertake the work. He emphasised the need 
of extending tho Electric Telegrapb line, already established 
betwoen Calcutta and Murshidabad, to Nalhati on the Е. 1, 
Ry. Loop line, and thence along that line to Rajmabal, 
Bhagalpur, Monghyr, and Patna. “It would be," he believed, 
“of the groatest adventage during the expected operations 
of the cold westher against the Santals and it would be with- 
drawn when the Railway was completed." => He asked the 
opinion of the Special Commissioner for the supprossion of tho 
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Santal insurrection, on the subject of disarming the Santals, 
by taking away from them their battle-axos, swords, bows, 
and arrows, before enacting a law to that effect, but ordered 
that "nc time should be lost in bringing to trial the Santal 
prisoners who have been taken and the Special Commissioners 
should see to this, Tho Zila Magistrates will take up the 
cases on the prosecution of the Goverament represented. by 





the Special Commissioners and their assistants. 793 


Reply of the Special Commissioner, Mr. A. C. Bidwell, 
to the Lieutenant-Governor 






А copy of the Lieutenant-Governor's Minute,dated the 
12th September, 1855, was sent to Mr. A. C. Bidwell, who 
expressod his opinions on different points contained in it, 
through bis letter to tbe Bengal Government, dated the 22nd 
September, 1855. Ho believed that there was “no fear of 
the upper part of the (Bhagalpur) District being disturbod 
by insurgent Santals,” and that in course of two months 
more, the southern portion of the district, on the borders of 
Birbhum, where the Santal insurgents had assembled, would 
"be equally free from them," So, he did not think it noce. 
ssary to maintain a temporary force, which, be remarked, 
could not be organised in that district in such a short time 
without considerable difficulty. He noted, howover, that, 
in order to provent “alarm of insurgents,” he would consult 
General Lloyd “on tho propriety of placing ^ military post 
somewhere about Sikree in addition to one at Pealapur 
(Pynlaporo) as protection to the railway works in that neigh- 
bourhood and would also, as an additional encourage- 
ment, supply a limited number of muskets and ammunition 
to the contractors sufficient to defend, in caso of necessity, 

e line" He had "no objection 
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He believed that though there was longer any need of 
such a road "as a moans of communications between the 
military posts," it would "remain available to the publie 
after tho completion of the Railway, when it will continue to 
be a sourco of great convenience to the neighbouring villages." 
He was in favour of disarming the Santals, but intended to 
make further enquiries, and consider the matter more care. 
fully, before recording fully hix opinions on the matter. 
He promised to arrange for speedy trials of the Santal priso. 
ners, but pointed out that the difficulty in the matter of 

“procuring the attendance of witnesses" might cause some 
delay. 











Recrudescence of the Outbreak 





‘Tho Lioutenant-Governor’s apprehension wax justified. 
"The insurgents set at defiance the proclamation of pardon, 
and the insurrection broke out again in full fury within a 
month. The Magistrate of Birbhum wrote to the Commis 
sionor of Burdwan on the 24th September, 1855 : “During 
tho past fortnight, upwards of [thirty villages bave boen 
plundered and burned by the insurgents in Thapnahs Oper- 
bundah (Operbendhah) sad Nangoolea (Langulia). The 
whole of the country from Lorojore, four miles west of Nuggur 
(Nagoro), to within a short distance of Deoghur, № in their 
hands, Tho Dawks (mails) are stopped, and the inhabitants 
deserted their villages and fled. They are divided into two 
large bodies ; one encamped at Raksadangal, ten milos north 
‘of the Operbandah Thannah in Zillah Bhagalpore, and the 
other at Teelaboonie, six miles west of Soory, and alto in 
Bhagalpore, but on the confines of Thannah Nangoolen 
(Languli) ; and their numbers average, as nearly ав we can 
ascertain, from 12,000 to 14,000, and are receiving augmenta- 
tions from all quarters." A party of about 3,000 of the 
Raksadangal Santals, led by Mochees Kosnjola, Rama, and 
Soondra Manjhis, encamped near Operbandhah in the evening 
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of the 16th September and on the next day plundowd and 
burnt that villago, and the local Hana. A gang of 5,09) to 
7,000 Santals under Secroo Manjhi, who had taken Soolonh 
Thakur along with them, "strengthened their position by 
earthworks, and dug tanks there." To celobmte the Durga 
Puja festival there, they “carried off and detained two Brah 
mins from one of the villages plundered by them in ‘Thannah 
Nangoolea," They waited for effecting а junction with the 
Raksadangal gang before attacking Suri, But, according to 
their usual practice, they bad given intimation of thoir їп. 
tended attack on Suri by sending there, through one of the 
Deoghur dak-runners, what was called in their language а 
"dahra' or missive, viz, "a twig of the Sal tree with three 
Jeaves on it, each loaf signifying а day that is to elapse before 
their arrival," Опе? Daroo Manjhi, son of Fagu Manjhi of 
Jogadispur under Thana Langulia in Birbhum, plundered 
the village of Banskuli in Birbhum, inflicting injurios on Pota- 
mbar Mandal and some other, on the Sth of Sriban, 
1262 B.S, at 1-30 mw. In the month of Kartik, 1262 
B. 8. (October. 1855), Sidhu, Kanhu, Chand and Bbairab, 
with about 200 Santals, plundered mauja Amba Hama in 
Tappo Belpatta (in the south of the Dumka sub-division 1 of 
the Bhagalpur District, and murdered three Bengalees there, 
Disturbances took place also at Jaypore, Kodra, Nosibat, and 
several other places in southern Bhagalpur.** 

















Additional Measures for the Suppression of the Insurrection 


Additional measures for the suppression of the insurrec- 
tion were sanctionod by the Government from time to time. 
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The Government of India gave its consent to the plans of the 
temporary employment, with effect from the 14th July, 1855, 
of an extra polico™ force at а cost of Rs, 723 per mensem, and. 
tho establishment of temporary police paharas (watchmen) 
at Nagore and Dubrajpur in Birbhum at a cost of Rs. 78 a 
month." It also sanctioned the temporary engagement, with 
effect from the 24th September, 1855, of the barkandaz foroo 
formed by Mr. Ward when he was on special duty at Rani- 
ganj. These extra police establishments wore required "to 
afford assistance to the people in the disturbed state of the 
district of Boorbhum (Birbhum) by employing the force armed 
in guarding outlying villages distant from military support 
and in patrolling botween the several military stations,“ 


Proclamation of Martial Law on the 10th November — 
its Effect 


But evon in tho faco of the renewed activities of the insur- 
gonta, the relations between the civil and military authoritios 
continued to be rather strained, and misunderstandings 
frequently occurred between the two, This certainly affected 
the cause of the Government to a degree. A writer in tho 
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Oalcutta Review of 1855 expressed : “The confidence of our 
subjects in our rule is shaken, and in many parts they have 
undergone great suffering. A portion of the public is audibly 
grumbling at the apparent want of union and concert in the 
Government. Public money is molting away. Public works 
аго at a standstill. Especially it is to be feared that the pet 
Schome of tho day, tho Railway, has received a serious check." 
In short, matters gradually took a sorious turn, and the insur- 
rection spread rapidly in different quarters. The Government, 
therefore, proclaimed Martial Law on the 10th November, 
1855 





Tt is hereby proclaimed and notified, that the Licute- 
nant-Governor of Bengal, in the exei of the authority 
given to him by Regulation X of 1804, and with the assent and. 
concurrence of the President in Council, does hereby establish 
Martial Law in the following districts, that is to say : so much 
of the district of Bhagalpur as lies on the right bank of the 
river Ganges ; so much of the district of Murshidabad as lios 
on the right bank of the river Bhagirathi ; the district of Bir- 
bhum., And that the said Lieutenant-Governor does also 
suspend the functions of the ordinary criminal courts of judi- 
сабиге within the districts above desoribed with respect to 
all porsons, Santals and others, owing allegiance to the British 
Government in consequence of their either having been born 
ог being residents within its territories and under its protec- 
tion, who, after the date of this Proclamation and within the 
districts above described, shall be token in arms in open 
hostility to the said Government or shall be taken in the act 
of opposing by force of arms the authority of tho some, or 
shall be taken in the actual commission of any overt act of. 
rebellion against the state ; 

"And that the same Licutenant-Govornor does also 
hereby direct that all persons Santals and others, owing allo- 
gianco to the British Government who, after the date of bis 
Proclamation, shall be taken »s aforesaid, «hall bo triod by 

—— i : 
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Court Martial ; and it is hereby notified that any person 
convicted of any of the said crimes by the sentence of such 
court. will be liable under Section 3, Regulation X of 1804, to 
the immediate punishment of death. 

"The proclamation of Martial Law encouraged the troops, 
stationed in different parts of the disturbed arcas, to proceed. 
vigorously with the work of chastising the Santal insurgents. 
They had no longer to suffer from the inclemency of the rainy 
season and the winter gave them a more suitable weather for 
active military operations. A number of outposts, somo- 
times consisting of twelve to fourteen thousand men, drove 
away the insurgents from the open country." The Govern- 
ment then suspended the operati Martial Lew on the 
3rd January, 1856." 

Disturbances After the Suspension of Martial Law 

But after the suspension of Martial Law, cortain parts of 
the country continued to remain disturbed for about three 
months more. Within a fortnight from the 3rd of January, 
1856, frosh outrages wore committed in the neighbourhood of 
Jaipur and on the Monghyr border by fugitive Santals from 
the south under the leadership of Saeb Shah. They abstained 
“from violence to human life and hmb” but plundered the 
European factory at Sangrampur (near Pakur) after sending 
manifestoes to the Government on the 12th and the 13th of 
January, 1856." About the Idth of Fobruary, 1858, the 
Daroga of thana Dighee reported to Mr. W. С. Taylor, an 
Assistant Commissioner of Sants! Paraganas stationed at 
Sreckoond (near Tinpabar), that about 6,000 or 7,000 ‘armed 
Santals’ had gathered at Sorlah Pahor undor Bijrit Pargenait 
and Chortrea Nazir. The Daroga further reported that, 
on the 14th February, one of Mr. Pontet's pyadas (sepoys) 
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Went to » place called Baramasia (near about Barhait) to 
collect rents, when he was opposed by about 25 armed. Santals, 
who had been "dressed in Red Saloo (a variety of cotton 

cloth), Pagrees (turbans) and had on white Lungie and long 
white Dhooties." These Santals doclared before him : “The 
Ind (?) Sahib has excused the rents for this year, and if you 
say another word, we will kill you." ‘They also discussed 
among themselves : "Let us go а! ine the Daroga of Dighoo 
und take him off to the Ind Sal On being informed of 
this, the Daraga of the said (Лана wrote to Мг. W, C. Taylor 
for urgent military aid, and the Intter requested Major Gausson, 
commanding the 42nd Regiment N, L at Barhait, 10° ‘send 
what he considered a sufficient force to the scene of distur- 
bance with as little dolay as possible, Mr. Pontot, who 
was then present near Major Gausson, doubted tho accuracy 
of the Daroga's report, but, thinking it necomary to make 
proper enquiries, proceeded to Borio on the morning of the 
16th February with one Subahdar, 2 Havildars, 2 Майа, 
and 50 Sepoys. On reaching Sorlah Pahar, Mr. Fontot 
could “find no traces of the 6,000 or 7,000 insurgents which, 
he said, was all a myth of the Darogha'«. However, 
Mr. W. C. Taylor requested Major Gausson “to station а 
detachment of his men" at Borio till the country was "in a 
more settled stato," and Mr. Pentot’s party remainod at 
Borio for a few days before rejoining Major Gaussen's detach 

ment at Barhait on the 24th February, 1856. Lieutenant 
Campbell, Commanding at Sreckoond, also sent 40 mon to 
guard the railway officials at Scotapahar, Iving about $ miles 
north of Sreckoond.% Mr. Taylor further suggested to the 
Deputy Commissioner at Dumka “the propriety of applying 
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contemptuous forbearance, with which an English Ministry 
can pardon a knot of Chartists or banish a gang of Trish pat- 
riots. Lot the Santals’ punishment. be entruxted to в apecinl 
commission as was done in Canada in 1838. Or oven if this 
expedient be too arbitrary, let the villages be fined in an 
amount about equal to the plunder retained, and the sum. 
distributed among the sufferers. To secure the punishment 
of the race, sad restore the prestige of British authority, the 
mass of the Santala should not romain unpunished.” 

The Government. however, proceeded with cautious 
measures. A large number of Santal prisonors wem regularly 
tried and convicted on obargos of plunder, ete. There are 
two big filos of cases of Santal prisoners in the Record Ofico 
of the Deputy Commissioner of Santal Pareganas, T find in 

docament that the Commissioner of Santa! Paraganos 
tried the cases of в large number of priscners. ‘These priso- 
ners were originally 253 in number, but two of them were 
admitted as approvers during the trial, The remaining 251 
(Santels 191, Nyas 34, Domen 6, Dhangors б, Coles 7 Goals 1. 
Bhoooa €, Rajwar 1) belonged to 52 different villages. hrec 
among the 251 being released, tho rest were found "guilty of 








stripes of a rattan after the manner of school discipline" and. 
were. afterwards Se qune iridis 
food being given to them. Tho rest of the prisoners 





CHAPTER IV 
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This insurrection cannot be regarded ar a mere local 

пш of no importance. For more than six months it re- 
mained о dreadful menace to the Government, the ramindars, 
and the people of the affected areas, It suppression heavily 
taxed the energies of the troops as well as of the Government 
officers in several centres, such as Calentta, Berhampore, Suri, 
Raniganj. Deoghur, Bhagalpur, Purneah. Monghyr, Barh, 
and Patna. The zamindars of different localities also co- 
operated in many ways with the Government. Tho insurrec 
tion further caused terrible losses both in men and money to, 
and seriously affected the revenues of, the Government 

But good sometimes comes out of evil. This episode 
opened а new chapter in the history of Bengal and Bibar. It 
convinced the Government of the necessity of adopting 
prompt measures to bring the Santali areas under an effective 
administrative control. A ruler of Bengal cannot very well 
neglect the proper defence and administration of the areas 
covered by the Rajmahal Hills, because of their strategic and 
geographical importance. The Santal insurrection mado the 
Rost India Company, then engaged in consolidating its hold 
on India, realise this fact fully, The Act 37 of 1855 formed 
the Santali areas into à separate non-regnlation district, to be 
known hy the general designation of the Santal Paraganas, 
‘This district, being placed under the control of the Commis- 
sioner of Bhagalpur, was divided into five jurisdictions. 
rE oy = homies ышы 
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(at Dumka) ond four uncovensnted servants, to be called 
Assistant Commissioners ; and there was to be a Sub-Asuis- 
tant Commissioner in eac! The Hon'ble Mr. (afterwards 
Sir) Ashley Eden, so long Assistant to tho Spocial Commis- 
sioner for the suppression of the Santal insurrection, was 
appointed the first Deputy Commissioner on а monthly salary 
of Rs. 1,200. The salaries of the four Assistent Commis- 
sionors were settled as follows —of the first at tho rate of Ra. 
600, of the second at ıhe rate of Rs. 500, ond of tho two others 
at the rate of Rs. 400 cach por mensom. Of the Sub-Assis- 
tant Commissioners, опе was to receive Rs 200, two Rs. 150 
each and two Rs. 100 each per mensem. There was to bo 

Sub-Assistant Surgeon at the Headquarters of tho эрш 

Commissioner and a native doctor at tho Headquarters of 
cach Assistant Commissioners! Мг. W. C. Taylor was 
appointed an Assistant Commissionor for the Rajmahal area 
on а monthly salary of Ва. 600, with his Headquarters at 
Sreekoond (in Kankjole paragana under the Rajmahal 
subdivision" ; Mr. J. M. G. Cheok of Bankura was made 
another Assistant. Commissionor on a monthly sala*y of Rs. 
400 ; and Mr. Browne Wood, Superintendent of aalt chowkier 
(stations for collecting customs on all branches of trado), 
Jalasore Division, Contai, also becam» an Assistont Comnia- 
sioner," and Mr. В. E. Ronald of Tipporah was appointed 
the fourth assistant Commissioner on а monthly salary of 
Rs. 400%" Mr. J. B. Shadwell of Cherapunji and Mr. В. G. 
Platts, Headmaster of Saran School, were appointed Sub- 
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дз the medical officer at the Headquarters of tho district of 
Sontal Paraganas on a monthly salary of Rs, 350. Mr. Eden 
soon resigned his post, and was succeodod (1856) by Mr. (after. 
wards Sir) Rivers Thompson.e: 

Tho Company's Goverament thus arranged for tho offi- 
cient administration of the nswly-formod district of Santal 
Paragaras, But tho task before it was not а very easy ono. 
Tho immodiats effoot of the movement on th» economic condi» 
tion of th» Sintals was torrible, Further, the Government. 
had to think of tho difsreat olassss of people, such as the 
Ssatals, th» non-Santals, and tho Paharishs or hill-mon. Me, 
W. С. Taylor wrote from his Hsadquartors at Srosk»ond to 
Me. А. В. Thompson, Doputy Commissionsr of th» Saatal 
Paraganas, oa tho 4th April, 1855 : “I think tho great objost 
at prossat is to provent tho Santals from starving; thoy hava 
no 8994 for ths 833352, nor is thoro any prospast of their get- 
ting any unless th» Governmoat com» forward with aid. 
Mahajans are not willing to trust the Santals with money to 
buy оӣ, and I would propose that а book should be op»snod 
in the office of each Assistant Commissioner, for rezistoring 
all loans lent to Santals ; and that Government should 
guarantos th» repaymont of ths loans with interest at 24 por 
cent. as the Mahajens will not come forward if only allowed. 
12 per cont., and I think the Santals will be quite willing to 
pay tho form»r amount of interest as thay have hitherto boon 
acoustomed to pay 2 hundred or 300 per cont. 

“The Pohariahs pay no revenue for their lands and tho 
Sardars, Naibs and Maajh»es (Manjhis) aro bound to rendor 
‘very assistance to the police, and report at once the commis- 
sion of crimos. 

“Tho conduct of these mon was anything but satisfactory 
during the insurrection and I would recommznd that (they)... 














GT Le fram бїз Seren to tho Governmont of Bengal to Mr. А.М. 
‘Thompaam, dated the Tth February, 1854. 
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should be forced to pay ront for their lands and put ou. the 
мате footing аз the Santals, 

‘There ix no doubt that making the Pahariahs pay the 
rent would be beneficial to the country, as thoy would then 
be foreed to pay more attention to t Aprovement and. 
cultivation of thoir lands, than they 

"The officers placed i 


however. 



















mont of grain-depots at Baunsi, Deoghur, and Naya Dumka, 
and passed orders against the practice of the sepoys "wander. 
ing over the country in search of Russud (provisions). 
Mr. W. C, Taylor tried, during the middle of February, 1856, 
to bring about uniformity in weights and measures by issuing 
warwanahs to tbe olfect that, if, aftor the expiry of ono month, 
the Daniahs and others wore "found solling or buying any- 
thing by any other woight than that of 80 tolas to the soar, 
they will be fined for the first offence Rs. 5, for the ascond. 
offence Rs. 10 and for the third Rs. 25.’ Improvements 
in general communications (roads, bridges, ote.), and in postal 
services, were also effected in different parts of the district." 

One of the important results of the Santal insurrection 
was the direction of missionary activities to the aboriginal 
races, in preference to the civilised poeple of the plains and 
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this made aboriginal discontent a very remote possibility. Itis 
interesting to note that Indian reforming sects, вз also ortho- 
dox Hindus and Muslims, have now applied the instrument of 
conversion to the aborigines, following the example of the 
Europeans, the result being a continuous absorption of the 
aborigines into Aryan-speaking Hindu or other communities. 


Grant of Gratuities to the Relatives of the Murdered 
Darogas und Barkandazes 


After tho suppression of the insurrection, the relatives 

and heirs of those policomen who had been killed in course of 

it, applied to the Government for gratuities. Mahesh Datta, 

daroga of tama Dighes, who died after 20 yearn’ seryice, left 

behind his widow named Seetalbati and two infant daugh- 

torn”? ; Munno barkandas, of the same thana, left behind 

a widow named Boodhoo and a son aged 5 year» named 

Lutf Ali; Moghoo bartandas, nlso of the samo thann, left behind 
his widow named Genda and two daughters ; and Partab 

navain, daroga of thana Kurhurrea, who died after 23 year 

service, left behind his widow name Реаго, two daughters 
named Gonda (12 years of age) and Sona (9 yours of age), and 
a nephew named Hurrackehand."* Before granting any 
peosninary support in the shape of gratuities to the peti 

tionors, the Bengal Government asked the Commissioner of 
Bhagalpur and Santal Paraganas “to make particular enquiry 
as to the clecumstancos of their families" and to inform 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the amount of gratuity he would 
E in esch case" We find that according to the 
orders of the Commissionee of Bhagalpur and Santal Para- 
— d 

od x ие of tran реш M ond — — 
tm — лпа tia Comms, 


TP Lettare from the Junior mer rt — а 





74 THE SANTAL INSURRECTION 


ganas, dated the Ist September, 1857, the Magistrate of 
Bhagalpur submitted the following report regarding the piti- 
tioners, on the 12th October, 1857 ; “Pertabnarain, Naib 
Suzawal, has left two daughters named Genda aged 12 years 
and Sona aged 9 and a nephew Hurruckchand, who has fre- 
quently held acting appointments in the Police but is at 
present out of employ. The two daughters ave supported by 
him but as he is dependent on the chance of being nominated 
to temporary vacancies they cannot be considered as in casy 
circumstances. Muhesh Dutta is reported by the Deputy 
Magistrate of Bach to have left his family in easy cizcum- 
stances. Mezhoo Burkundaz's family лэроаг to be pooper 
Objects for relief. Tho Mazist-nte of Bihar writes thst f om 
the reports of the Parganas of Thana Biha: it appeavs that 
since the death of Meghoo Burkundaz, resident of Mehallah 
Bhainsa Soor in the town of Biha-, his wife and two daughters 
(one still unmar-ied) аге in great dist:ess for want of necessary 
sulsistence. They support themselves by begging. Sheik 
Munnoo Burkundaz has left a wife named Boodhoo end а son 
eged 5 yous named Lootf АБ. She supports herself by spin- 
ning" These facts were reported by the Commissione: of 
Ehagalpur and Santal Peagenss to the Bengal Government 
on the 20th February, 1858, and the latte: solicited, on the 
3rd of Mach, 1858, sanction of the Goveenment of India «to 
the grant of gratuities to the surviving relatives" of ono Naib 














of India in the Financial Depa:tment, wheceupon, according 
to number 6 of the g-atuity rules, dated the 14th August 
1857, the Hon'ble the President in Council was “pleased to 
sanction the grant to the surviving relatives of a Naib 
Suzawal (Mahesh Dutta) snd two Burkundazes (Munnoo 
and Meghoo) who were murdered at tho commencement 
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of the Santal insurrection of 1855, of a gratuity equal to 6 
months’ pay of each of the deceased servants as shown below : 
Ist. To the 2 daughters of the Naib Suzawal whose salary 
in 1855 is understood to have been Rs. 12-8 per month—a 
gratuity of Rs. 75. 2nd. To the family of the 2 Burkundazes 
whose pay was Rs. 3 per month each—a gratuity of Ra, 18 
each," 
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The non-hilly tracts of the modern district of Santal 
Paraganas, included within scar Orambar or Tanda of the 
Bongal swhah and comprising tho paraganas of Sultanabad 
(now in the possession of th» Mahoshpur Raj), Ambar (now 
in the possoasion of tho Pakur Raj), and Kankjole (in the 
south of the Rajmahal sub-division), and certain other por- 
tions of th» Rajmahal, Jamtara and Deoghur sub-divisions, 
were brought undor the efísstive control of the Mughals. 
Tho region upto Toliazarbi, which was regardod as ‘the key 
of Bongal, formed part of tho B»nzal subah and fell within 
tho jurisdiction of sarkara Jonnatabad or Lakhnauti and 
Orambar or Tandah, Sarkar Orambar stretched from the 
southern boundary of sarkar Purnish “southwards across the 
Ganges, all along the right bank of that river down to tho city 
of Murshidabad on the опе hand, through nearly the whole of 
the Birbhum district on the other. How far it may have peno- 
trated into the hilly country on tbe west it is impossible to 
detormino but probably som», at loast, of tho parganas, now 


no longer traceablo, repres»at territory claimed and ass»: 
(on papor) in these hills though not actually conquored. 
Татре portions of the modern Pakur an? Rajmahal aub-divi. 
njons were included within the mall or paraganas of Ambar, 
Kankjole, and Sultanabad of this sarkare. Hamilton Bucha- 
district in 1809-21 A.D., 
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the west and south— belonged to subah Bihar ; another long 
strip on the south was divided between sarkara Audambar 
(Orambar), Lakhnauti. and Tajpur ; all the lands east of the 
Mahonanda river wore in Tajpur ; and the northern part of 
the district was yet unconquered."* But, at the same time, A 
study of the boundary of sarkar Munghor (modern Monghyr). 
as given in the АЙ khari, would show that this sarkar 
ran far down southwards into the jungle tracts, now in the 
Santal Paraganos, * but it is not possible "to fix any definite 
boundaries in that direction, Probably the Muhammadans 
did no more than make occasional raids into this wild and 
diftioult country......... ”* While mentioning the feujdari 
divisions of Bengal and Bihar, Ghulam Husain, tho author 
of Siyar-ulL mutati „ includes Rojmabal Purniah 
within the jurisdiction of the Bengal subah.* "In tho your 
1728 the zamindari of. Rajshahi extended from Bhagalpur on 
the west to Dacca on tho east, and included a largo sub-divi- 
sion called Nil Chakla Raj Shahi, which stretched across 
Murshidabad and Nadia as far as the frontiors of Birbhum 

and Bardwan." * Tho extent of this zamindari was 

reduced since the last quarter of the 18th century. 
Major James Rennoll, who conducted surveys — 

ond Bihar between 1763-70 A.D., includes certain. 
modern Santal Paraganas (now in the Deoghur, Jamtara cn 
Dymka sub divisions of thia district) in Birbhum, ' Those were. 
(i) Belpatta, originally forming в part of sarkar Orambar of 
О о Faresa ор в for: 
Mn ages sub-division ; (ol aereis Kundahit, 
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Karaya and Pabbia, now comprising the Jamtara sub-division, 
(iv) Kumrabad (25 miles N.W. of Suri, the Headquarters of 
the Birbhum district), now in the south of the Dumka sub. 

division ; (e) Muhammadabad, now in the Dumka sub-division 
and belongs to the Hetampur Raj. Belpatta was transferred 
to the Bhagalpur district in 1751 on the recommendation of 
Mr. Cleveland, When Hamilton Buchanan made a survey 
of the Bhagalpur district, during 1809-11 A.D., he saw Bel- 
рама included in it. The Bhagalpur district, as Buchanan 
saw it, also extended over paraganas Ambar, Sultanabad, n 
part of Kankjole and certain other puraganas, originally be 

longing to serkars Orambar and Jennatabad. Of these, certain 
places like Pratapganj, Aurangabad and Farrukhabad (all 
situated near Dhulian), then included in the Bhagalpur 
district, now lie in the Murshidabad district of Bengal, 
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From Ми, J. Allen, Commissioner of Chotanagpur, to 
William Grey, Esquire, Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Fort William, dated Hazaribagh, the 17th December, 
1855 :— 

1 do myself the honour to report that 1 have made very 
caroful enquiries, both public and private, at Hazaribagh 
regarding the statement made by the Santal prisoner Runject 
Manjec (Ranjit Manjhi), charging the Ex-Amir, Месе Abbas 
Ali Khan, with being concerned in the Santha! rebellion. 

І have not been able to obtain evidence or infor 
















Ali Khan has been guilty of any direct or 
pation in the Santhal insurrection. | 

3. The Ameer like others of his race is passionately fond 
` of the pleasures of the chase, and maintained while he resided 
at Hazarecbagh (Hazaribagh) а large hunting Establishment. 
_ He had in his service many professional hunters of all castes, 
— ⸗ Santha? Manjhee Urjoon who is men- 

mI 
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tioned in the statement of the Prisoner Runjeet Manjee as 
one of the originators of the Santhal Disturbances. 

4. This Urjoon has been apprehended by my orders but. 
unfortunately he effected his escape close to the station of 
Hazaribagh from the persons sent by the Principal Assistant 
Commissioner to bring him in. 1 have offered a reward of 
5 rs. for him, and if the police exert themselves he ought to 
be reapprehended in a few days. 

5. "Ihe hunting parties of the Ameer were conducted on 
n аё scale according to the custom of his country: А thou- 
sand or sometimes as many as 2,000 Jungle beaters wore 
collected together on those occasions, в very large portion of 
these were Banthals from the Ramgurh and Khusruckdeah 
hills who are almost all skilful hunters. 

6. Urjoon Manjhee, ва a servant of the Ameer, was a 
person of some consequence among the Ramgu:h Santhals, 
his family reside in the Pulgunge Division Pergunnah Khur- 
ruckdeah, and through them he had somo influence also with 
tho Khurrucklosh Santhala, for this reason he was employed 
by the Amoer to assemble the Santhal beaters for his hunting 
expeditions. "These Santhals came not only from Ramgurh 
and Khurruckdesh Pezgunnahs, but-some times on grand 
occasions from the neighbourhood of Deogazh and from tho 
villages of the Bhagalpur and Beerbhum Districts which ajo 
contiguous to the boundaries of the South-West Frontier 
Jurisdiction. 
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holidays the Ameer invited Mr. W.C. Spencer the officiating 
Principal Assistant and Dr. Kelley the Civil Assistant Surgeon 
to join his party and both these gentlemen were with the 
Amcor from tho beginning to the end of th» shooting excursion. 

S. If the Amoor bad any troasonable intentions, had ho 
assembled those Santhals with the view of instigating them to 
rebellion, it is not probable that these two gentlemen would 
have been invited to his Camp, and had any communication 
of this kind been wade to thes» Santhals, it is likely that 
either Mr. Spencer or Dr. Kelley or somo of their sezvanta 
would havo hoard somsthing about the matter. 

9. Urjoon Manjee doos not bear а good charactor ; he 
is a violent man and addicted to drink. In February last the 
Amoor discovered that this Santhal and one of his Scindian 
servants had been oppressing the Ryote of some of the villages 
which he used to frequent for shooting purposes and he sont 
thom both to the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Haza- 
reobagh requesting that they might be punished ; on tho 24th. 
of March last Urjoon Manjee and Motho wore wsutenced by 
the Principal Assistant Commissioner to 15 days’ imprison- 
ment, and to а fine of 25 ге, each or а further imprisonment 
of 15 days with labour which was commutable to а fino of 10 
Rupee. Against this order the Defendants appealed to the 
Deputy Commissioner but their appeal was rejected, and 
they were released from jail at the expiration of their sentenco 
on the ith of April, 1855. 

10. At the time therefore of the Nurkundes — 
party Urjoon Manjoo was а Prisoner in tho Hazaribagh jail. 
Under those circumstances it is in my opinion highly impro- 
able that the Ameer should have taken these proceedings 
against his Santhal servant and thus excited his animosity. 
bad ho made or intended to make use of him аз an instrument 
ER ан — 
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Ramgurh were always present, and generally the Amecer 
ontrustòd the payment of the Santhal beaters to them. If a 

'y on а large scale was being hatched at any of these 
shooting parties the Ramgurh Rajah's people must have been 
cognixant of it and they are not likely t» have concealed it 
from their Master. The Ramgurh Rajah has always shown 
himself to be а loyal and well-conducted chief and I am satis- 
fied that he would not in any way have connived at a plot 
of this kind. 

12. Amongst the witnesses that L have examined. at 
Малта, was a Santhal named Purthee. a nephew of 
Urjocn М, = he was brought to me and I took his ovidence 
before he had time to communicate with any one; he is a 
simple country lad of about 19 or 30 years of age. and spoke 
out frankly os the Santhals generally do when kindly spoken 
to and when they have nothing to fear or to conceal. Но 
stated that in August and September, 1854, about 10 Баран. 
from a distant part of the country came to Ui я house 
in Mouza Durminh. Pergunnuh Jugasec, the names of five of 
them were Sedhoo Manjeo, Kanhoo Manjeo, Sonah Manjee, 
Sormah Manjec, and Urjoon Manjee ; the names of the five 
others he did not know. The strangers complained. that 
they had been obliged to abscoud from their homes on account 
of the tyranny and opprossion of the Mahajans, who under. 
the pretence of having lent them money had plundered all 
their property, Urjoon Manjes offered to got his Master, 
Meer Abbas Ali Khan. to intereat himself in their favour, and 
he went or pretended to go to Hazarcebagh to soe the Ameer 
on the subject, leaving the Santhalw at his house, — 
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been in rebellion, but Tam bound to observe that I have vo 
little dependence upon anything thet Urjoow Manjoc may ha: 
told thewo stranger Santhals, for it № much mo 
he falsely stated that he brought an order from the An 
than that the Ameer should hay 
whom he he и soon and. 















on on order to. perrons 
he had no influence. 
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ur control, 

15. Urjoon Manjee for 
or Koh) in 
brothers (Kie 
bors of his f 






nuh Khurruckd-sh. hie t 
Intee Manjeo) and other mom 
t of that village, he ix «aid 
hoo, and. Bhyrow, 
is just tho sort of 
ed persons would be likely ta 
tion ho ix 
kloss man, he ix not wanting in intelli 
genes, and has some influence with the Haxareebagh Sauthala 

16. After a careful enquiry T have arrived at the con 
clusion, that Moor Abbas Ali Khan Ва had anything to 
do with this insurrection. 5 

17, I think it not improbable that Urjoon Manjee may 
have listened to the overtures of the Bhagalpur and Bearbhum 
vebels and that he may have made use of the Ameer's name 
to encourage them but it does not appear that he has hoon 
absent from his house and the neighbourhood ince the in 
wurre-tion commenced or has taken any active part in the 
Bhagalpur and Beerbhum disturbances, 
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зап Fem этїїчї! ТЯ mcm ПОЕТ Treas rre em) аТап ө 
TEA апа = зи лы жай cre] xen wem eT crane 
и Cl Все ¢ CRM AA SIE IF afew 918 ew 
сетти ITER тз ст эгїї «pu WD Fea PW) этти 
эте тїш arra OMT пат ELSE RS CHA TN 
Be aren тез ao see «b чем mue mir “am 
айз qem «niu emer опьти Rca after xa жб 


яяя. 
ree OTE 1 

[Copy preserved in the office of the Deputy Commissioner 

of Santal Paraganas, Dumka.) 
APPENDIX C 

Proclamation dated the 17 August, 1855 (in Bengali) i 
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APPENDIX D 
The Lieutenant-Governor's Minute, dated Ве 1: 
September, 1855 :— Ez ў за 


Since that timo there have been appearaness of renewed. 
outbreak, and I append to this Minute extracts of letters just 
received from Messrs. Bidwell and Ward and а copy of a 
letter written to Mr.Nelson the contractor by one of his agenta 
near Rajmsha! which soem to show that on three sides of the 
Hills the Santhals are likely to take advantage of the en- 
forced and unavoidable inactivity of the troops to renew the 
attacks on the inhabitants of the open country. 

Against this it is I fear impossible to make other thau 
a partial and incomplete defence by means of the troops. 
But assistance may be given to the people by means of tom- 
porary Police armed with matchlocks when such men are 
procurable or with muskets where men are to be had capable 
of using such arms, The attention of Messrs. Bidwell and 
Ward should be directed to this and they should be requested 
to make exertions to raise а temporary force such as above 
described and to use it in guarding outlying villages distant 
from Mi itary suppo-ts and also in patrolling between the 
several Military stations and specially along the line of Rail- 
road under construction. 

From Pealapur (Pyalapore) to Rajmahal the lino is 
neoonsarily left bare of troops because of the jungly nature of 
the road and country, and Mr. Bidwell should supply the дар, 
which is an important one, on account of th» Railway works 
within it, by Police posts and Patrols of the nature above 
referred to. 


‘Tho Commissioners will be careful to report without 
delay all expenses they may incur on this account in order 
that it may be submitted for sanction in proper form to the 

© supreme Government. 
` Lhave received a deputation to represent on the part of 
Messrs. Nelson and Co., the contractors for the Rajmabal line, 
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the great consternation which reigns in that neighbourhood 
among Ewopeans as well as Natives and the difficulty whioh 
will be oxpevienced in recommencing the Railway works which 
have been interrupted during the insurrection unless very 
active measures be taken to preserve the peace. The deputa 

tion were well satislied when made acquainted with the man- 
ner in which the troops axe to be stationed and with the other 
proposed measures they appeared to think then the 
present panic would soon subside when the purposes of 








Govecnment are known, 

Mr. Nelson. was asked to be allowed to keep up the oom- 
munioxtions between the several Military poste, cspecially 
song the line of Railway works. This is at present intercrup- 

by deep and difficult Nullahs and by the absence of almost 
all that ean be called road, 

With the aid of the contractors on the line who are very 
willing to assist in the business, the Nullahs might be roughly 
bridged and the roads made fairly passable at a comparativel 
amall expense and I would call on Messrs, Nelson and Со, 
to state at what expense рег mile they are willing to undor- 
take tho work, 

Great inconvenience would result to the present oposa- 
tions and morc especially to those whieh it appears too prob- 
able that we shall have to carry on with renewed vigour next 
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1 have had to make several very important communi- 
cations to Patna and Dinapore during the present insurrec- 
tion and even before it, and I have been quite satisfied that 
the beneüt to Government of an immediate communi- 
cation with such important civil and military centres as Patna 
and Dinapore is likely to be of great and continual impor 
tance. At present when Г have a communication to make 
to those places 1 am obliged to do it by Electric Telegraph to 
Sherghatty and thence by Express. 

But if tho lino were now continued from Murshidabad 
to Nalhati (on the line of Rail-road now in construction) and 
thence along that line to Rajmahal, Bhagalpur, Monghyr and 
Patna, the communication between Calcutta and Patna 
would be established on the most comprehensive and bene- 
ficial footing. It would be of the greatest advantage during 
the expected operations of the cold weather against the San 
thals and it could be withdrawn when the Railway was comp: 
leted. To me indeed the need of such a communication 
seems so clear and pressing that I trust it will not be deter- 
mined to postpone it until the somewhat indefinite period 
of the completion of the Railway to Patna. 

From the contractors and Engineers emp'oyed on the 
Railway line and near the disturbed districts I have heard 
much of the importance of having a Deputy Magistrate 
stationed at Rajmahal and similar officers elsewhere within 
available distances along the Railway works, and some of the 
gentlemen employed on the line have expressed their willing- 
ness to be employed in the emergency as Magistrates, 

Т cannot but think it would be wise for the Government 
to avail itself of the assistance of the very — and 
energetic English who are now employed in those 
parts of the country and who have in various instances during 
the late insurrection and consequent operations evinced great 
goal, determination, judgment, disinterestedness and public 

| spirit. “On this subject І would desire to consult the Special 


| 19-2281 
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Commissioner and the local authorities who should name 
such of the gentlemen alluded to as in their judgment may 
fitly be entrusted with the duties of Honorary Magistrates. 
Great stress is laid on the necessity for disarming the 
Santhals by many persons who have been concerned in or 
e operations for the suppression of the 
ion and I consider it a matter deserving of early and 
It is especially insisted on that the 
d bows and steel-tipped arrows of the 
and that a» there are no 
went their 











interested im t 





oniderati 
battle-axes, swords 
Santhals should be taken from the 
Santhals in the Hills it will not be dificult to pi 
rearming themselves in future. 

Lf done, this will require a law and I would ask the 
opinions of the | Commissioners on the subject. 

No time should be lost in bringing to trial the Santhal 
prisoners who have been taken and the Speoial Commissioners 
should sew to this, The Zilla Magistrates will take up the 
cases on the prosecution of the Government represented by 
the Special Commissioners and thelr assistants, 

APPENDIX E 

Lotter from Му. A. С. -— to — Bengal Government, 
dated the 22nd September, 

Му ылы о ta Good balled fo Dedi Os наалт 
of the minute on which reference i» made to the necessarily 
incomplete protection afforded to the country by the troops 
and the expediency impressed upon me of providing the 
people with assistance by means of temporary police armod 
with matohlocks or muskets to be used in guarding outlying 
villages and in patrolling betwoen the several military «tations, 
especially along the line of Railway Road under cons- 
traction, ‘The importance of supplying protection to the 


өк left bare of troops is more particularly dwolt 
"There would 1 fear be extreme diffioulty in 
Ri i bom ay ning e 
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character described, who would at all enjoy the confidence of 
the community or repay the cost of their entertainment. T 
am happy to add however that as at present informed T can 
advise the Government that there is no noceasity for their 
entertainment. "The consternation described by the Rail- 
way contractors as reigning on the Rajmahal line amongst 
Europeans ax well as natives to the best of my information 
no longer exists among the natives at any rate and the Police 
reports from all quarters comprised in n line drawn from 
Baousee (Baunsi) to Godda, from Godda to Rajmahal and from 
Rajmabal to Nulhati (Nalhati) agree in describing the country 
as entirely free from alarms on account of Santals. 

"Tho Dawk runners who aro as timid as the workmen on 
the Railroad can possibly dally traverse the Damin from 
Mahgaon (Mahagama) through Borio to Rajmahal without 
alarm, and there had not once boon an instance known of a 
hody of Santals passing out botwoon two military posts with 
a view of plundering the country outside. 

T trust that the later accounts received from their Agents 
will have removed the alarm entertained by the Railway 
contractors. I am however fully alive to the necessity of 
preventing not only danger from but alarm of Tnsurgenta 
and will consult General Lloyd on the propriety of placing 
a military post somewhere about Sikroe in addition to one 
at Pealapur (Penlapore) as protection to the Railway 
works in that neighbourhood. I would also as an additional 
encouragement supply a limited numbor of muskets and 

ammunition to the contractors sufficient to defend in case 
of necessity cach Railway station on the line. 

be moans of im- 
proband seid before T ——— to the Railway 
grins or be e uid no — — of 
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As regards the mensure referred to in paras 10 and 11 of 
His Honour's minute I see no objection whatever to the 
Government incurring a moderate expense in bridging the 
road which bas been made by the contractors alongside the 
projected Railway. This road I conclude will remain 
available to the publie after the completion of the Railway. 
when it will continue to be a source of great convenience to 
the neighbouring villages, for its service as а means of 
communication between the military posts along the line 
ав T trust gone by. 

Т entirely concur in the importance which is attached 
both by the Government and the contractors to the presence 
of a Deputy or Assistant Magistrate at Rajmahal and I think 
that no time should be lost in nominating one. He should 
bea European and thoroughly efficient officer and if no 
Deputy Magistrate of this description is available I would 
suggest the propriety of placing there a covenanted assistant 
with special powers. 

As rogards the advisability of vesting some of the gentle- 
men connected with the Railway with powers as Honorary 
Magistrates, Т will as desired ascertain the views of the local 
authorities and report the result, T confess however that. 
I see considerable difficulties in the matter and should be 
glad to hear something of the view of the Railway gentlemen 
themselves as to the mode in which their services as Honorary. 
Magistrates can be brought into play and in what description 
of cases they propose to exercise these powers. 

As at present informed I entirely concur ín the necossity 
of disarming the Santals. I will however make further on- 

-quiries and consider the matter moro carefully before record- 
ing fully my sentiments upon this subject. I am led 
_to believe however that it is a mistake to suppose that there 
are no smiths in the Hills, but there ought nevertheless to bo 
dn 
subject. 





difficulty in keeping this race unarmed if a law bo 


petu 
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Tho instructions regarding the speedy trial of the Sontal 
Prisoners shall be attended to but the difficulty which existe in 
procuring the attendance of witnesses will T fear prevent the 
carly disposal of the casos. 


APPENDIX F 
Lint or POLIOR ESTABLISHMENTS IN ZILLAN BHAOALPUR 
TRANSFERRED TO тив Сомопячокя OF тик BANTAL 
Punaoxsans (paraganas): 
"hannah Lukerdewanee or Noni— 
Daroga. 
Muhurrir 
Jamadar 


Jamadar 
10 Barkandazes 
Papor, ete. 


Chookeo Pealapore— 
Jamadar me 28.2020. 
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Gunga persed 
Jamadar — — 
6 Borkandazes м оо 
Papor, ete, ore ЫЕ 
Additional Thannah Sackrignity 
Jamadar 
6 Barkondazes 
Paper, ote, 
‘hannah Rajmahat 
Darya 50 0 0 
Mohurrir зоо 
Jamadar коо 
14 Barkandazen м o 0 
Paper, ete. E7820. 0 


Phannah Fudkeepoor (Phudkipur) — 





зз 0 0 


125 оо 
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Hill "hannah: Dumka 
Naib Suzawal n s 
iuhurrir. 700 
6 Barkandazes „ оо 
“ee ae 
зо 
оо 
7 Barkandaxes оо 
- 8 о 
Hill Таптар Rajmehal 
Naib Suzawal so 
Muhurrir оо 
Jamadar 0 0 
6 Barkandazes. оо 
Umber 
Jamadar = 6 0 0 
5 Barkandazos . 485 0 0 
* — 71.5.9 
Total ... 882 6 0 
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North-Eastern Division (under Mr, Taylor). 


1. Pergunnah o П 
" —— Jummonoo | 

т a з 

& " Bahadurpoor | 

5. ^ Chetow! 

в. ^ Akburnugger [Рамин 

T 7 Sooltangunge | 

Жз 4 | 

9. 2 t 

10. Д Muisacon J 

n. © Mouzas of Thannah Rajmabal 


in the Damin-i-kob. 


p Porgunnah Umber | ваар 
H 3 aie 

3 
5. "  Hooknapoor (№. of R. More) | Birbhum. 


Pes once 
7. Tuppeh Darpul in the Damin-i-koh. 
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South-Western Division 
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From 
The Junior Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
To 
The Commissioner of the Bhagalpur Division. 
Dated Darjeeling, the 11th March, 1857. 
Sm, 


Lam directed by the Lioutenunt-Governor to forward to 
you a copy of a petition professing to be from ono Seetal Daye 
‘alias Rajcoomari, widow of Mohesh Dutt, Late Naib Suzawal 
of Thana Digheo, praying for support from Government for 
the family of her late husband in consideration of his having 
been killed in endeavouring to quell the disturbances among 
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Tho Seoretary to the Government of Bengal with 
the Lieutenant-Governor. 


The humble petition of Mossammat Soetal Dayo alias 
Rajecomari widow of Mohesh Dutt, late Naib Suzawal of 
Thana Dighee, Zilla Bhagalpur, humbly sheweth :— 

That your petitioner most respectfully begs the favour 
of your laying the following circumstances before his Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor and of advocating on behalf of 
в poor widow now destitute of all means of support, 

That her late husband Mohesh Dutt held the office of 
the Naib Suzawal of Thana Dighee in the Damin-i-kob from 
the усаг 1835 to 7th July 1856 а period of about 21 years, 
that sometime before the above date when he was on loave 
at home the Santhal insurrection broke out and ho received 
a perwanah from Mr. Pontot then Superintendent of the 
Damin-i-koh to go and join his Thana and take stops for the 
suppression of the inaurroction, that in obedience to Mr. 
Pontet's order hw immedintely procosdod to his Thana ond 
learning that a great number of Santhals had assomblod at 
a place near Putshkotesh (Panchkethia) he went to that 
village. fn the next morning three of the Santhala came 
to him from an adjoining neighbourhood where the Santhala 
had assembled and desired him to go and visit their Thakur 
there. He lost no time to renair to the spot оссотрашеа 
by a few Burkundazes but to his surprise found that the 
Santhals had bound down some of the Bengalee Mabajana 
and had already commenced practising grea 
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quently they ordered him to collest 5 rupees from each of the 
Mahajans to be given to them. On this the Suzawal told 
them he will be prepared to send from his Thana whatever 
sums they required but the Santhal« declined and told him 
that they have understood that he would under this pretence 
quit the spot sod report the matter to the Magistrate, and 
зо Sidhu their chief killed tho Suzawal and two other Bur- 
kundazes on the spot. 

That her lato husband has left his two infant daughters 
and family consisting of 4 other women quite unprotected 
and who have been reduced to the utmost stage of 
poverty. Under these circumstances she has no other course 
open to her than to present this her humble petition earnestly 
expecting that а perusal of which will induce His Honour 
to grant а pension for the maintenance of the family of опо 
who was killed while endeavouring to quell the insurrection 
and thereby save the lives of thousands, 

"That she has further been emboldened to present thie 
petition on the ground that she in her prosont condition con- 
sidors herself tho fit object of pity and deserving of such 
\dulgence which is invariably shewn by Govt. in similar 
instances more especially when the family of Kanchun Lal 
Late Moharir (Muhurrir) of the same thana received а pocu- 
niary assistance for their maintenance a case in which the 
Moharir only pursued some Dacoits and on his return fell 
sick and died. 














Your petitioner, ete. 





Mossammat Seotal Daye alias Ra jeoomar 
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